Papers Presented.

Tegislative Bssemblp,
Tuesday, 22nd June, 1898.

Papers Presented—Question : Reports of Rail-
ways and Works Departments-—Question :
Report of Mines Department—{Question :
Sinking of Piles at North Mole, Fremantle
—Question: Sinking of Piles at Main

Jetty, Fremantle—Question: Employees

at I\{undu.ring Reservoir—Question: Luna-

tic Asylum, Charges of Cruelty—Question :

Expert in Tick Disease—Motion: Address-

in-Reply: Mr. Leake’s Amendment (re-

cast) ; third day of debate—Adjournment.

Tre SPEAKER tock the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CommissioNER oOF
Laxps: Report on Estates purchased
under “Agricultural Lands Purchase Act.”
Regulations in the maotter of—Restriet-
ing removal of eand, etc., from Garden
Ieland: Special Timber Licenses; Pro-
hibiting the cutting of Quondong Trees
(Native Peach) in S.W. Division of
Colony ; Free Areas, Kalgoorlie and
Boulder; Residential Lots; Sale of
Suburban Lands, being portions of areas
required under “The Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act, 1896;" Application for
Lots under the Agricultural Lands Pur-
- chase Act, 1896; The Fertilisers and
Feeding Stuffs Act, 1895; The Destruc-
tire Insects and Substances Act, 1880 ;
Fishing in Warnbro’ Sound (Safety Bay) ;
ditto King and Kalgan Rivers, portion
of Oyster Harbour, and entrance to Oy-
ster Harbour; ditto Serpentine and
Murray Rivers, entrance to Peel's Inlet,
ete. ; ditto Koombanw Bay ; ditto Peel's
Inlet : ditto Vasse and Wonnerup Estu-
aries : Pearlshe!l Fishery at Sharks Bay,
. Application for exclusive Licenses;
Pearlshell Fishery Act, 1892, extended
to waters North of Dongarra; Pearlshell
Fishery Act, 1892, extended to waters
North of Dongara (Proclamation) ; Pearl-
shell Fishery at Sherks Bay, control and
management of; Pearlshell Fisheries,
Regulations under “The Immigration
Restriction Act, 1897;” Stock Dis-
eases Act, 1893, List of Inspectors
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under, and re giving notice of amy
diseased stock ; ditte, Prohibiting
cattle from Queensland and Northern
Territory of South Australia; ditto, De-
¢laring Kimberley District, East of 127th
meridian, infected area; ditto, Prohibit-
ing the entering of horses and dogs from
East and West Kimberley; ditto, Pro-
hibiting vessels cattle-trading  from
Wyndham amnd foreign ports to any clean
port of colony; ditto, Scale of charges,
Owen’s Anchorage Quarantine; ditto,
sending of Ticks' eggs, ete., through Post
Office ; ditto, Authorising Agent General
to approve of veterinary surgeon certify-
ing to animals from Great Britain ; Scab
Act, 1891, Declaring Central and
Southern Districts Clean; Strictly pre-
serving all Birds on Abrolhos Island
(Proclamation).—By-laws and additional
By-laws of South Perth Roads Boeard,
Dundas Roads Board, Roebourne Com-
monage, Murray Roads Board, Brunswick
Roads Board, and Swan Roads Boeard
(for Control of Chidlow’s Well).

By the Direcror or Pusric Worgks:
Fremantle harbour works, plan (No.
5832) showing extent of works con-
structed and provided for.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION : REPORTS OF RAILWAYS
AND WORKS DEPARTMENTS.

Mr. SIMPSON asked the Commis-
gioner of Railways and Director of Public
Works: Whether he could inform the
House of the approximate date on which
the Report of the Departments under his
control would be furnished to hon. mem-
bers. ’

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. DPiesse) replied:
Provided the printing is promptly done,
it is expected that the Annual Report of
the Public Works Department and Rail-
way Department for the year ending 30th
June, 1898, will be ready about the end
of August.

QUESTION: REPORT OF MINES DE-
PARTMENT.

Mr. SIMPSON asked the Minister of
Mines: Whether he could inform the
House of the approximate date on which
the report of the department under his
control would be furnished tohon. mem-
bers.
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Tae MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B Lefroy) replied: The proofs have
nearly all been corrected. In about ten
daye.

QUESTION : SINKING OF PILES AT
NORTH MOLE, FREMANTLE.

Mr. VOSPER asked the Director of
Public Works: (1) Whether the project
of dredging the main channel near the
North Mole, Fremantle, to a further
depth of six feet had to be abandoned
for fear of undermining certain piles re-
cently put down. (2) Whether the said
piles were only sunk some four feet into
the ground. (3) If true, who was re-
sponsible for this condition of affairs{

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. I, H. Piesse) replied : (1) The main
channel {(vide plan 5832, which will
presently be laid upon the table) was
never intended to run alongside this
mole, and the mole does not in any way
interfere with the main channel, which
can and will be dredged tofull width and
depth originnlly designed and shown on
drawings, without interfering with the
wharf in question at all ; but if the piles
could have been got down to the depth
intended, the sea bottom alongside the
wharf at eastern end would have been
dredged some few feet deeper than it is
at present, in order to give deeper berth-
age Lo vessels lying alongside 1t. It was
stated, however, some considerable time
back, when inquiries were made on the
subject, that the piles could not be got
down any deeper than they have been
put down. (2) The piles are reported
to be driven an average of 10 feet into
solid rock. (3) The work was designed
by the Engineer-in-Chief personally, and
the officers who had charge of the con-
struction were: Mr. J. A. McDonald,
resident engineer, and Mr. David John-
ston, inspector.

QUESTION : SINKING OF PILES AT
MAIN JETTY, FREMANTLE.

Mr. VOSPER asked the Director of
Public Works: (1) Whether it was true
that 200 piles had to be drawn out of
the extension of the main jetty at Fre-
mantle. (2) Whether, upon being drawn
many of them were found to have been
sunk from two to four feet only in the
sand. (3) Who was the contractor, and
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who was responsible for the passing of
the werk,

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, F. H. Piesse) replied: (1) No;
only 60 piles, broken by vessels lying
alongside in heavy weather, have been
removed. (2) The broken ends of piles
were not recovered; the records show
them to have been driven a minimum of
8 feet into the solid. (3) The contractor
was Mr. Matthew Price, and the resident
engineer was Mr. J. A. McDonald, and
the inspector Mr. David Johnston.

QUESTION: EMPLOYEES AT MUNDAR-
ING RESERVOIR.

Mr. VOSPER asked the Director of
Public Works: (1} The number of
officers of the Public Works Department
employed on the Coolgardie Water Supply
Scheme at Mundaring ; (2} What was the
number of working men there employed.
- Trne DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse} replied: (1} Engi-

neers, surveyors, and supervisers, 8;
clerks and bookkeepers, 2. (2) Wages
men, 265,

QUESTION: LUNATIC ASYLUM,
CHARGES OF CRUELTY.

Mr. VOSPER asked the Premier: (1}
Whether it was true that charges of
cruelty to patients were laid against a
cerlain rerson nt the Fremantle Lunatic
Asylum in December last, and again

recently.  (2) Whether those charges
hal been investigated. (3) If not, why
nott

- Tne PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir I
Forrest) replied: The case which occur-
rel in December last has been dealt
with by administering a strong caution,
which was considered to meest the
circumstance.  The “recent” case is still
under investigation.

QUESTION; EXPERT IN TICK
DISEASE.

Mr. WALLACE asked the Commis-
gioner of Crown Lands: (1) Whether
Mr. Hancock wns engaged as a stock
inspector, or ns an expert in tick. (2)
On whose or what recommendation wns
Mr. Hancock engnged? (3) To what
disfricts was he ordered, and what in-
struct.ons were given him?
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Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Thrassell) replied:
(1} Mr. Hancock was engaged as an ex-
pert in tick matters, and on hig arrival
wag temporarily appointed an Inspector
to give him the powers conferreéd under
the Stock Diseases Act, 1895, (2) He
was selected by the Minister of Agricul-
ture of Queensland to come to Western
Australin, and recommended by Mr. P.
R. Gordon (the Chief Inspector of Stock
of that colomy), whe, in a letter to the
Chief Inspector of Stock of this colony,
stated: “Mr. Hancock has left for your
colony, and I may mention that he is a
manr of great experience in inoculation
and ticks.” (3) He was ordered to the
Kimberley diatrict, and instructed as
follow:—(a) to report whether any
ticks which may be found by him are the
true cattle tick ({zades bovis) ; (b) whether
the country and climate are favour-
akle to the propagation of the
tick; {(¢) whether the cattle are
likely to contract the disease known as
tick or Texas fever; (d) whether by
microscopical examination he found any
germs of the disease in the blood of the
Kimberley cattle ; (¢} what in his
opinion is the most advisable plan of pre-
venting the spread of the tick, and coping
with the diseagse should it be found pre-
sent : () what he considers caused the
death of the 80 head of bullocks near
the Red Butts in 1896.

MOTION: ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
AMENDMENT BY MR. LHAKE.
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Debate resumed, on the motion made
bv Mr. Gregory, and seconded by Mr.
Hubble, for the adoption of an Address-

in-Renly te the Governor's opening
speech.
Mr. LEAKE (Albany): When the

House adjourned yesterddy, I intimated
that T should move an amendment to
the Address-in-Reply, and I specified
what the nature of that amendment
would be. On reconsideration, however,
I have altered the wording of the amend-
ment, and I was induced to do so more
particularly by certain aotion which was
taken in another place yesterday after-
noon. The amendment which Iam about
to submit is one which covers much more
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ground than the one I mentioned yester-
day, and aims a more direct blow at the
general policy of the Government; and
if such a question is debated, as it will be
debated in both Houses of Parliament,
we ghall then be in a position to ascer-
tain directly the opinion of Parliament
as a whole. The amendment, there-
fore, that I now submit is this, to add
the following paragraph te the Address-
in-Reply: —

We, however, desire to express our disappre-

val of the pruposal for the reappropriations
contained in paragraph 26 of your Lxcellency’s
Speech. This course is, in our opinion, one
which should not be followed, as it practically
commits the colony to an expenditure without
previously having made due provision for pay-
ment ; and we feel it would be unwise at the
present time, directly or indirectly, to increase
the indebtedness of the colony by reason of
further loans, or do any thing that would neces-
sitate so domg until we have exhausted the
present loan authorisation.
I trust that hon. members will see their
way to support me in this amendment,
and thus endeavour to put a stop to what
appears to me to be an unnecessary as
well as o dangerous expedient. It is
difficult in these matters, situated as we
are and treated as we are by the
Government, to arrive at conclusions
after mature deliberation, and for the
simple reason that we are not given that
necessary time for deliberation before
we have to debate the various items in
the Governer's Speech. The present
Government have resorted in the past
and still adhere to their Parliamentary
tricke of secrecy, suppression, and sur-
prise.

THE PrEmier: Good!

Mr. LEAKE : They have adopted gec-
recy in their silence in the recess, in their
failure to take advantage, as is done in
the other colonies, of opportunities with-
in a reasonable time of the meeting of
Parliament to announce their policy ;
thus leaving everything of public mo-
ment and interest until the last moment.
They invariably, by way of surprise, de-
part from their announced policy of the
previous session—Ffor instance, T micht
mention in this connection their nolicy
of loans and their railway )
again, they create, or attempt to create,
some little surprise by letting off their
Parliamentary fireworks under the aus-
pices of Hiz Excellency the Governor,
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just by way of a prelude to the work of
the vession. This has the advantage to
them of preventing that criticism, both
inside the House and outside in the
press, which is so essential to the con-
sideration of matters of great public con-
eern. We had a display under the aus-
pices of His Ezcellency the Governor, by
the direction of the Premier, when we
were favoured with a Speech of 31 para-
graphs, which are now before'the tiouse ;
and I think the most unenviable person
on the ocension of the opening of Par-
linment was His Excellency the Governor,
whe was forced to read that long, weary-
ing and uninteresting Speech, prepared
for him by an uareliable Premier, as-
sisted by several incompetent col-
leagues. It makes one feel indignant
that Parliament should be offered such
an affiront as has been done by this
Speech being delivered to wuws, this
Speech which contning ne unusual infor-
mation either of facta or policy, until
we get down to the last five or six para-
graphs. It amounts really to no more
than extracts from the diary of the
Commisgioner of Railways and Direc-
tor of Public Works, dealing with
public worlss and railways; and what-
ever we get of the real part of the
Speech is unquestionably stale, and very,
very stale news. And amongst that
which is stale, we find reference to tanks,
reservoirs, harbours at Bunbury and Fre-
mantle, and the Coolgardie water
scheme. We might really call it politics
anl] water. That iz what the Speech
contains, It is diluted to the greatest
poszible extent, more, perhaps, than is
usual with the hon. the Premicr and his
illustrious colleagues.  Following this
dose of politics and water we find refer-
ence to matters in respect of which the
Opposition gave the Government their
orders last session. I refer to the ques-
tion of tick and the food duties—the
proposed amendment of the tarif. The
Government got their directions then,
and I am glad to think—I do not often
congratulate, and I shall not now—our
commands have been followed as closely
as the Government dared; and wecom-
mend the Government for having done
what we told them in that direction. As
to what amendment they propose inthe
tariff, it would be for the moment dan-
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gerous to speculate, nor shall I be led to
trespass onground where I see anotice up
of denger to angels. There is a
curious absence of matters of preat
public  inmterest in the  Speech.
There is little reference to proposed
domestic or social legistation. We might
from the debates of last session have ¢x-
pected some promise of conselidation in
regard to the liquor law; and we might
also have expected some reference to n
Bill having for its object Civil Service
reform.  That matter has been re-
ferred to by one or two hon. members
who have spoken already; but, because
it is & matter of great public concern, I
suppose that is the reason why the
Cabinet avoided that question. Then we
might have ezpected some reference,
appreciative or condemnatory, of the
action of certain persons in regard to the
alluvial question. Can anybody say, with
all reason and fairness, that that is not
n matter which might have been referred
to in the Speech of the Governor? The
Government might have said a word or
two, either in an apologetic strain or in
an explanatory strain, or they might have
given expression to the hope, or to their
intention, that steps would be taken to
avoid & recurrence of such an unfortunate
episode ; but. we find nothing of the kind.

Mg. Inurvawortm: We might have
expected to see the umbrella

Mr. LEAKE: 1 do not believe the
story. There iz no doubt that the
trouble arose from the fact that the warn-
ings which were given on this side of the
House, when the Goldfields Bill was
passed in 1895, were disregarded, and
when that clause in reference to the
framing of regulations was under con-
gideration. A reference to Hansard will
ghow that what T say is correct. I
warned the House that they were giving
the Government too much power, hecause
whilat they were acting, quite properly,
in giving power to Ministers or the
Governor-in-Council to frame regulations
for the carrying out of the Goldfields Act,
yet they overstepped the bounds when
they declared that when these regulations
were made by them in recess without
Porliamentary supervision, these should
have the force of law, which would be
trrevocable and beyond criticism by the
highest tribunal in the country. That
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was the danger pointed out. That is the
danger which happened. We find that
the Government passed a regulation
which was admitted on all sides to be
wltra wires, yet they acted on i,
snd thereby did a grave injustice to
many persons whom it was their duty
to encourage in a lawful calling.
And it seems strange that, whilst they
were pushing about for so0 much maiter
to fill the columns of this paper, called a
Speech, they really could not have
referred to such an important matter as
the alluvial question. We gather, how-
ever, when we pass through those pre-
liminary paragraphs, that the real in-
tention is to hoodwink Parliament and
the public, and to divert if possible their
attention from the real effects of the policy
which Ministers intend to pursue—that
policy of loan. It is their intention to
puraue that course by which they have
lived ; that course which has kept them
i power : that course which has placed
them in the questionable and shaky
position in which they now find them-
selves, namely, that policy of borrow,
-borrow, borrow.  They will be begging
next, They have stolen several times;
and as I shall show later on, beg, borrow,
and sgtea] seems to be their policy.
Onc might suppose, and I can realise,
how easy it might be to fall into the trap
which has been laid for members on this
gide of the House by this Speech. That
little trap is contained in paragraph 23 ;
and, as it is too good to paraphrase, I
will read it all:

The Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
will be placed before you as soon as possible.
The revenue for the past financial year was
£2,842,751, but the expenditure was only
£3,308 less, so thot unless it is desired to delny
the many urgent and necessary public works
now in progress or about to be undertaken, it
will not be possible this year to remit any
duties or otherwise reduce the anticipated gross
amount of revenue. Notwithstanding this
large expenditure, I am glad to be able to in-
form you that at the end of the financial year
there was a credit balance of £315,362 on the
current account of the colony.

Compare that, as you may, with the
Giovernors’ Speeches of the last six or
seven years, when invariably with »
flourish of trumpets we heard the Premier
announce from his seat in this House, or
through the medium of His Excellency
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the Governor, that our balance to credit
awounted to so much, that the revenue
had increased, and that we had never
had a deficit—compare that with the
announcement in this Speech, that the
financial credit of the colony is satis-
factory and that the revenue will be very
large: does that tell us anything? How
much? we want to know. And what are
tha details of the expenditure? They
should give these particulars to us.
Considering that the fnancial year will
end on the 30th of the current month of
June, 1t should be easy to give us definite
information, showing if mnot within a
thousand or two, at any rate approzi-
mately, the state of the colony’s finances.
I would like to remind hon. members of
the eriticisms which were passed on this
matter by the member for East Perth in
this House yesterday afternoon. In an ex-
cellent speech, one of the best which that
hon. member has delivered to thie
House for close reasoning and clearness
of expression, he pointed out how prone
Ministers are to evade the real financial
question. I do not intend to depart
from my usual custom and indulge the
House with a long list of figures; but I
do ask hon. members to bear in mind
what was told them yesterday by the
member for East Perth with regard to
exports and imports, and so forth. It
is dangerous to criticise in the absence
of facts, or to anticipate facts which we
know will be before us in a few days’ time,
and I am not going to say now what I
think about the revenue. But I do not
fancy I am wrong in saying there will be
announced to um after the 30th June,
that there is a deficit on the year’s
transactions of something like £200,000
ag compared with the estimates of
revenue and expenditure. The Premier
knows that the members of this House
are aware of it, that they anticipate it,
and he thinks that very likely with that
knowledge in their possession they will
be induced to criticise and declare that
the colony is absclutely in debt, and so
on. I am not going to take that pessi-
mistic view, for I have. every faith in
the vitality of the colony and the sound-
ness of its resources, and I am moreover
firmly impressed with the possibility of
the Premier being possessed at the end
of next year of a large surplus—that is
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if this House takes care to restrict his
spending powers to something like a rea-
sopable limit. We must remember that
whereas last year he bhad voted for bim
one million of money for public works and
buildings ; that in face of that million he
has o deficit of only £200,000 for
this year; that if we are not asked to
vot: the same amount this time he will
have a splendid margin, and of course
be able to show—and we are pleased to
think it is so—the possibility of a sur-
plus at the end of the nextyear. So that,
in talking abouta deficit, I do not want
it for one moment to be understood that
I am attempting to decry the financial
condition of the colony, or to think that
we are hard up, or connot pay our
way ; but it shows this, that they did not
koow, that they had not the necessary
knrwledge or intuition to govern this
colony in the way in which it ought to
be governed ; that they have never been
able to estimate the revenue or expendi-
ture, for they are either in the clouds or
away down below sea-level. We find that
the proportion of the increase in the
- revenue is far less now than it wag last
year, say at per month ; that the revenue
is merely holding its own with that of
lnst year. But what I do want, and I
challenge the Ministers to give us at the
enrliest possible date—nay, during the
course of this debate—a more definite
announcement as to the financial ~osition
of the cclony than is contained in this
paragraph 23. They are afraid to do it.
I say they are afraid to do it. There 1s
no doubt about that, because they have
to admit that they have made a
mistake, and that, if it were not
for the enormous revenue we an-
anticipate for next year, we should be
absolutely in debt. They have overrun
the constable by about £200,000, and
they do not like to tell you that. They
like pilt-edged tales. They have no
surplus at oll. Hon. members will re-
collect in what an airy style the Com-
misgioner of Railways pooh-poohed the
idea of his not being able to reach his
estimate of railway revenue ot the
end of the financial year, when we were
discussing the Reappropriation, or what
hag turned out to be the misappropriation,
Bill of lagt session, when they snatched
£390,000 odd from other loan appropria-
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tions. He then said, “We will pay it
back,” and when asked “how?”’ he said
“We will do it.” Again I wish to point out
that the prediction made from this side of
the House has been realised, and it was
that whilst the Premier based his cal-
culations on the assumption that the
population was increasing at the rate of
3,000 per month, he was told that the
three thousand was not likely to be main-
tained. When I pointed that out to him
last year, I was called a croaker, a traitor,
and playful little references of that kind
were made to me. Six or seven months
have paesed since then, and what is the
result? Instead of the population con-
tinuing to increase at an average of
3,000 per month, the croaker’s prediec-
tion is correct; for we find—and the
right hon. gentleman can find it out for
himself if he likes—that the population
has increased at the rate of about 1,100
pzr month only since lagt June. In face of
all that, we are asked to go for a further
loan, to incur heavier responsibilities,
with everything falling, with the popula-
tion and revenue decreasing, and diffi-
culties increasing.  The sources of re-
venue which we have lived on hitherto
have been customs chiefly, and railway
receipts. The customs revenue is not
maintained at its former high level ; for
whilst perhaps not below the receipts of
previous years, yet it is not increasing
in the same -proportion with the increase
up to Iast year; and the railway receipts.
another great source of revenue, are de-
creasing to puch an extent that the Go-
vernment find it necessary to actually
increnge the mtes of freight upon the
goldfields railways.

Twe Premier: Is that a correct state-
ment, that they are decreasing?

Mp, LEAKE: [ may put it in another
wny, and say they are not maintaining
their proportion of increase.

Turs Premigr: Very different, that.

Mr. LEAKE: At any rate, whatever
happens, the Govermment are ‘increas-
ing the railway rates because they need
more revenue, and they are not doing
that for the benefit of the trading or the
goldfields community. They do not put
these rates up in order to increase freight,
and in order to increase the traffic on the
railways, but because they have got to
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keep full the pockets of the Commis-
sioner of Railways; and I want this
House to prevent it. In'face of all these
difficulties—the non-increasing customs
revenue, the non-increasing railway re
venue, the additional expense to be io-
curred for the upkeep of the works and
buildings erected last year out of revenue
—in face of all that, we find that the
Commissioner of Railways is about to
take over several lines of railway.
It was pointed out yesterday by the
member for East Perth (Mr. James) that
those lines will poasibly, and I may say
probably, prove to be non-paying lines,
There is the Cue line, and I do not think
any member will say we are going to
make & profit out of that. Mind you, I
am not condemning the line; I am
peinting out this as & matter of fact which
touches on the financial position of the
colony. There is the Greenhills (York)
line—is that going to pay anything for
working expenses? There is the Menzies
line—will that pay anything for working
expenses and interest? The samne may be
said of the Collie coalfield line and the
Bridgetown line, Though we may admit
these lines are necessary for the develop-
ment of the country, yet they are not
going to be lines out of which large
amounts of revenue will he derived; so
that, with all these extra burdens upon
hiz ghoulders, we are asked to lay o still
heavier burden upon the Commissioner
of Railways as well as upon the country ;
for we are asked to approve of lines to
Leonora, to Bonnie Vale, to Norseman,
and to Goomalling. Some hon. member
stigmatises the line from Northam to
Goomalling as a railway to Gomorrah.
"Then, in addition to these lines, which
will probably be non-paying for some
time to come, we find a characteristic
breach of faith to the farmer or the pro-
ducer in the fact that the Government
propose to abandon the Marradong rail-
way. That was one of their trump cards
last session—to have an agricultural
railway  through Marradong (Williams
district) to open up that country. Surely
if any line is to be constructed, one would
have expected the Premier would not
have been guilty of such a breach of faith
ag is involved in the abandonment of the
Marradong line in favour of these new
places. 1 have something to say upom
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each of these railways Take the Norse-
man line. That, I venture to predict,
will be the most expensive of the whole
lot, because there will be very little to
be derived from freight during the con-
struction, and, therefore, the contractor
cannot rely upon being recouped for his
expenditure out of the traffic receipts,
and he will have to base his contract on
what he estimates is the real value of
the work of construction. And consider
how the expenses on that line are ag-
gravated by the fact, firstly, that uhe
department will have to haul all their
sleepers and rails over the Governrment
lines to Coolgardie. That is obstacle
No. 1. Then this railway will run from
& dry country, through a dry country,
to a dry country.

Ter CoMMISSIONER oOF RaAILWAYS:
Which one are you alluding to?

Mr. LEAEE: Norseman—with par-
ticular emphasis, to Norseman. So
that there will be an additional expense
there; and it is not improbable, if we
may judge by our experience of last sum-
mer, that they may bave to haul water
for that line all the way from Northam to
Norseman. I ask the House to pause be-
fore we give an unqualified support to
this policy of further expenditure and
extravagance, until we have seen the re-
sult of the extravagance of last year.
We have not yet felt the pinch, nor derived
the benefit, if there is a benefit, from
the expenditure of last session; and
should we, in face of the warnings be-
fore us, go blindfolded for this extrava-
gant policy of loan and public expendi-
ture? If there is to be a line to Norse
man at all, my opinion is that it should
go from Esperance It has many ad-
vonfages over the Coolgardie-Norseman
line, because it will be cheaner. Mind,
I do not commit myeelf to the necossity
for that line; but I simply say that, if
there is to be a line to Norgeman, it
chould start from Esperance, because it
would be cheaper. They would have
fresh water to work with from the coast,
and the material could be boated to the
coact, and shipped as they went along.
They would have the advantage of back
freights upon the line when it was con-
structed. It would give the mines there
an opportunity of sending refractory
ores to the gea-coast to be treated, where
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there iz abundance of water, and many
other advantages would be derived.
Moreover, it would maintain in exs-
tence the town of Esperance, and wonld
perhaps justify the expenditure of the
past, which I am credibly informed
amounts to something hke £60,000.
And we must alse remember that, be-
sides the expenditur: of that large sum
of money, which must have been done with
the idea of encouraging settlement, they

also put up or cut up Crown
snds  there, and sold them to
the highest bidder at the best

possible price. Esperance was never
regarded as anything but the port for
the Dundas goldfields, and unless the
Government are poing to abandon Es-
perance altogether, any development in
that district should have for its object
the benefit and advantage both of Ks-
perance and of Norseman.

Mr. Hupere: The benefit of South

Australia.
Mr. LEAEKE: Of Western Australia,
Go and study Geography. Further,

the country between Ksperance and
Norgeman is not of any pgreat conse-
quence, nor is, I am told by those who
know, the country between Norseman
and Coolgardie. Itis true the country is
auriferous, but hitherto it has not bheen
proved to be a good mining district.
ft is not o paying auriferous country.
Therefore, if any line is built to Norse-
man with the idea of opening up mining
country, I am told it should go from
Worseman to Kalgootlie, and not to Cool-
gardie. The idea of the Norseman-
Coolgardie line i3 to persevere in what
reemis to me to be that most damaging
doctrine of centralisation. It is one of
the worst forms of policy that we or any
nther legislature can either adopt or en-
courage, It is not fair to the other
narts of the colony that all trade shonld
he diverted to Perth and Fremantle ; and

not only that, but that trade
should be diverted from its na-
tura! channel or natural outlet. The

natural channel for trade with the Norse-
man roldfield is the port of Esperance ;
and if this House affirms the principle of
th= construction of a line to Norseman,
then I eay that line should go from Espe-
rance. Whilst upon this subject, I should
just like to ask the Premier, and T do ask
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him, a gingle question, which can be
anzwered by a “yes” or “no.” With re-
gard to this Norseman railway, is it in-
tended that Norseman shall be the perma-
nent terminus?

Mg, Sivpson: Answer the gentleman.
It is only aeimple question.

Me. LEAKE: He dare nol angwer it.
I knew it. The right hon. gentleman dare
not angwer it. I will point out in a mo-
ment why. He has not the courage of
his opinion.

Tee Preuwier: You need not hammer
the table.

Mr., LEAKE: Not even when he is sup-
ported by his colleague, the Minister of
Railways, does he dare to angwer the ques-
tion ; and for this reason—if he answered
“No,” it would mean that the railway
would be continued to Esperance, and
then he fears that the Perth and Fre-
mantle interests would consider them-
gelves in danger of being wiped oui, so
that he would no longer receive their sup-
port. On the other hand, if he answered
“Yes,” we know it would cost more than
the other line, and that it would ruin Al-
bany as well as Esperance; and, more-
over, it would practically deplete the
Treasury with regard to the receipts of
the Great Southern Railway. That is the
position the right hon. gentleman is in,
and that is why he does not like to an-
swer the question. I wonder how the
member for the Williams (Hon. F. H.
Piesse), whose interests are bound up in
that Great Southern line, can sit so quietly
and view the danger that iz in store for
him if one of these alternatives is accepted.
But I suppose he ig like a lot of other
men on the Government side of the House
—he has got to do what he is told. I
point this out, and I take the hon. gentle-
man’s own argument with regard to this
Norseman railway when I do this, that if
that railway goes to Norseman it will have
opened up a section of the line to Espe-
rance. You cannot get away from that
fact. Look ahead if you can, and assume
you have got your railway from Coslgardie
to Norseman. What will be the agita-
tion of the future? The agitation on the
goldfields will be to extend that line to
Esperance, and thus the fear which isap-
parent to many at the present moment
will be realised. Esperance will then be

"opened up as the port for the whole of
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the goldfields. But if you start the line
from Esperance to Norseman, you keep
the trade within your colony ; you donot
cripple Esperance ; you do not materially
injure Albany or the Great Southern Rail-
way ; and you, moreover, serve Norseman.
There will be greater danger, there will
be preater difficulties, in extending the
line from Norseman to Coolgardie, than
from Norseman to Egperance. The agita-
tion will not come for the extension
from Norseman and Esperance, nor will it
come from Coolgardie and the gold-
fields, beenusc these places have already
got communication with the coast. Wil
you answer the gquestion now, sir? Is
Norseman to be the terminus?

M. Sivpson: He is still silent.

Tre Premir : These interjections only
enrcourage rudeness,

Mr. LEAEE: What a pleasure it is
to think the hon. member has realised
the correctness of his situation! I
throw these suggestions out to members
who are interested in Perth and Fre-
mantle. I do not say that I approve of
the arguments myself, because unfortun-
ately they tend to exaggerate the policy
of centralisation. If we have got a good
port in ancther part of the colony, we
should give it a lift, and develop it as
much as possible. I we have two or
three, so much the better, because if
distress or difficulty arises, each com come
te the assistance of the other. I want to
refer to the Bonnie Vale Railway, and of
all the veritable jobs that have been per-
petrated in this Assembly, and there have
been & few, I think this outstrips the
whole of them. It iz only a dodge to
catch the vote of the member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Morgans), and the Premier
has caught him. We heard yesterday it
was the hon. member’s intention to leave
the Opposition and go over to the Gov-
ernment side. I am sorry the hon
member is not here, because I may say
that since he has sat on this side of the
House he has never supported the Oppo-
sition—that is, he has been in the habit
of speaking one way and voting another.
He has now been secured, and I notice
that the Premier has secured another
quondam member of the Opposition, the
hon. member for North Coolgardie,

MR. GREGORY : What is that!
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Mr. LEAEKE: The hon. member
moved the Address-in-Reply; and if he
did not previously pose as a member of
the Opposition, he was at any rate an
opponent of the Government, because last
gession he was one of those interested in
the reduction of the food duties, and it
wag the member for North Coolgardie
(Mr. Gregory) and the member for Leool-
gardie (Mr. Morgans) who altered the
wording of the motion of censure last
session, and then

Mg. Smesoxn: Ratted.

Me. LEAKE: And then, with re-
markable treachery, voted against it.
I only hope those two gentlemen whom
the Premier has secured will be more
loyal to his side of the House than they
were to the side they deserted. I say
no more upon that. This reference to or
this ory for a railway to Norseman and
Bonnie Vale sounds like the echo of
Coolgardie’s wail for Government relief.
That is what it amounts to. The people
up there have been living for some time
past on Government expenditure—I am
sorry to think that it should be so—but
I do not think this cry for relief should
be answered in the way in which it is
proposed in the Speech, that these two
railwaye should bhe offered as a sup or a
bribe to the hon. member for Coolgardie.
There is this remarkable fact about thess
lines, thut there has been no general
demand for them. There has been =
slight local demand, an agitation down
in Eaperance and Norseman for a railway
from Esperance to Norseman, but that is
all. In the outeide districtz it has not
been s matter of great public concern.
Nor do I think that sufficient develop-
raent has taken place along an expensive
route to justify more than the construction
of a light line or tramway at Government
expense, or by private enterprisze. I have
only referred to the Bonnig Vale and
Norseman lines, but there is a line pro-
posed to Mount Leonora, and I am
inclined in referring to that to say that
if it is to be built, it is a question more
of ways and means than anything else,
Inasmuch ag the ways and means are not
present, 1T have made up my mind not
to support that line from Menzics at the
present time. If it can be proved that
it is to be a main trunk line for the
development of goldfields, to which and
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through which it may run, it may be
Jjustitied, but there are not the ways and
means to carry it out. Then there is
the Goomalling line. It was said last
segsion of that, and the Marradong line,
that if they were to be built at all
they would have to be constructed out of
revenue. On that score no doubt the
Premier will be true te his pledges, and
will not take money from the loan funds
for the Goomalling line. In addition to
these railways we find there is further
expenditure contemplated in connection
with deep drainage, and the city water
supply. 1 have a right to assume, con-
sidering all the circumstances, that we
shall not get this works programme
through for at least one million of money.
Ame T right in that, Mr. Commissioner of
Railways? There again is silence. I am
asking this question to assist me. Will
the railways, the gsewerage, and the drain-
aze cost n million of money. If not,
how much will they cost? The Director of
Public Works will not answer my ques
tion, which prevents me from arguing in
the way I should have liked. It is the
policy of suppression and concealment
all over again. Unless Ministers give the
information voluntarily, the House does
not get it at all. My opinion is this—
and 1 know that I am supported, not
perhaps by a majority in the House, but
I konow I am supported by the best think-
ing men outside in the mercantile
community—that this railway extension
policy ean surely wait. We have had
cnough of it for the time, and we should
watch for the results of our past expendi-
ture before incurring fresh liabilities. 1
only say this by way of caufion; I am
not  condemning a poliey of public
works. I approve of a policy of public
works, ag weli as a policy of railway ex-
tension, because in this country we can
only open the lands and resources of the
colony by railways. DBut there is a limit
to which we should go, when one recalls
the difficulties, and the cost of watering,
and I believe the cost of watering rome
time ago was £70,000 a year. If that is
g0 it behoves us to go carefully.

Mr. A. Forrest: The water
taken up there soon.

Mgr. LEAKE : But the Government are
going to misappropriate the money. Last
year the Government took from loan

will be
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moneys £395,000, which had already
been appropriated, and we are asked to
take upwards of one million this year.

TrE Prexier: Oh, no.

Me. LEAKE: Well, how much then ?
Correct me. It is only fair to the House
and the country that we should know. 1
have got down here two hundred miles of
railway, or something like that. What
will be the cost per mile? If you have the
ability, tell us that. Or can the Com-
missioner of Railways? I never saw
such a stubborn or incompetent lot in my
life.

Mr. Jaues: It ie what I told you last
night. The public officers are not em-
ployed by the country, but by the Govern-
ment.

Mz, LEAKE: Weo are told there was to
be a stop te our borrowing policy. We
were told only last November that our bor-
rowing capacity only amounted to two
millions a year, yet we are asked to incur
a further loan policy, before we have
raised the amount required for our ap-
proved works. It seems to me that this
savours altogether of that elementary sys-
tem of finance which we know ag pocket-
picking. It is no better than that. Itis
a scandalous shame to know that our
Treasury and finances can be de
pleted in the way attempted by
this policy. In the face of that,
we camnot get any information wupon
tho subject of the condition of the fin-
ances. [If is a strain on the loyalty of
those who support the Government on the
other side of the House. Apart from the
question of a vote of censure, why do not
the sunporters of the Government com-
bine in & caucus meeting, and go to the
Premier’s office—they did it before, and
they have driven him. I say to the
Government supporters, go tothe Premier
skake your fist at him and say, “If you
strain our loyalty as you did over the
food duties we will go against you!” The
member for West Perth (Mr. Wood) with
two or three other members on the hack
seats did it last time.

Mn. Woon: I would like to know your
authority for saying so.

Mr. LEAKE : We understand hosw these
things are done. Do you deny it? There
is gsilence. Then it is a scandal and a
shame that these things are allowed to
go on. If this sort of thing continues, in
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a. ghort time hon. members will have te
choose between the Premier and their
constituents. In addition to the works I
have mentioned there will no doubt be a
further sum for the Bunbury harbour
work. We may be sure of that. This
work, T am certain, has not been carried
out to the satisfaction of the Premier yet.
I do not say that an amount will be down
during this session, but it will be there
next gession. The Premier may no doubt
be able to make the revenue and expendi-
ture meet, and I am happy to say that the
revenue will overlap the expenditure at
the end of the next year, but the Govern-
ment will not have sufficient revenue to
goon with these public works. They will
be forced into the loan market against
thewr policy of seven months and twelve
months ago. What did the Governor say
in the last Governor’s Speech, in para-
graph 217 This has been mentioned by
the hon. member for East Perth (Mr.
James), but that hen. gentleman only re-
ferred to one or two phrases. 1 will read
the whole paragraph:—

The progress now being made on the gold-

fields at Pilbarra, Norseman, East Murchison,
and other outlying places, will soon render it
necesgary to consider the best way of provid-
ing better means of transit to those localities.
My Ministers are not prepared at the present
time to ask Parliament for any further power
to raise mon:}{' by loan ; and as it will bene-
cessary to make provision on this year's Esti-
mates for many works not hitherto charged to
the consolidated revenue, they are unable this
session to make any proposals with the above
object in view. Taking into comsideration the
numerous public works already in progress,
amd the immense public expenditure that is
going on, my Ministers are of opinion that it
would be unwise just now to incur any large
new obligations.
Any the Speech was delivered on the
13th October, only eight months age, and
it was only following up the statement
that was made by the right hon. gentle-
man in the March preceding, when he
spoke at Bunbury. I think the 16th March
last year was the last occasion on which
any important public utterance was made
by the Premier outside of Parliament. 1
hare here a paper called the West Aus-
traltan, which I think seldom misquotes
the Premier, and in large type we find
this: “A Stop te Borrowing.” This is
what the Premier said et Bunbury : —

I have no intention at the present time of
acking Parliament to increase the burden of the
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loan taxation. I think that we have enough.
When we have spent what we have it will be
time enough to review the condition of affairs
of the colony, and see what population has
come here. (ertainly, until the population in-
creases to a large extent, I don’t think that I
will be found advocating & further loan. Qur
future policy in regard to things will be exactly
the same as in the past.

At that time the Premier's estimate of the
increnging population was 3,000 a month.
You will find that in Hansard, and now
from the returns of his own department
we find the increase is only 1,000 per
month. What is to justify this departure
from the policy that was announced in
Bunbury and affirmed in the Speech of lust
session, and further afirmed in the de-
bates in the House in October last? I
am going to refresh the right hon. gentle-
man’s mind by ons quotation. T am now
poing to quote from Hanserd, from the
Budget Sneech, a speech which is always
very carefully revised by the Premier be-
fore it is printed. The Premier said: —

In regard to the borrowing of money for new
Erujects. and to the demands made upon the

onsolidated Revenue Fund, hon. members
must recognise every day, and as the people of
thig colony ought to recognise and must recog-
nise, that works which will not pay must, for
the present, stand aside. Unless hon. members
are prepared to say, in tegard to new works,
that they will be remunerative and will pay,
such works must stand aside for the present.
Some necessary works, .such as hospitals and
other like institutions, are not intended to pay ;
but railways and works of that character are
an & different footing : and even if it can be
shown thnt these works are likely to pay. it
may not always be convenient, financially, that
they should be commenced.

The Premier had told us before that the
borrowing capacity was two millions per
snnum. We do not know how much vet
he has borrowed on Treasury bills through
the medium of the “kites™ he has heen
flving lately, the A M.P. Society, and so
on.

Mgr. Woon: Pine “kites” they are.

Me. LEAEE: Then the Premier says,
in regard to the Goomalling railway : —

With regard to these projected railways to
Marradong and Goomalling, I may suy these
lines have not yet been submitted to this House
for approval, except as to the surveys; and
the Government do not propose to make pro-
vision this year for proceeding with the con-
struction of these tweo railways, but onlv for
the surveys. Ido not think it is reasonable, or
within our financial arrangements, for us at

the present time to undertake the construction
of these werks; and all along it has been in-
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tended that these fwo railways—certainly the
one from Northam to Goomalling—should be
constructed out of revenue. I am sorry I am
not able to make any further promise to my
iriends in regard to these lines, as there is no
room on the Kstimates for the works.

He says here again :

We have, of course, no anxiety whatever
with regard to our consclidated revenue, for we
have not spent as much as we have received.
The Speech cannot say that this year.

But we have been spending a great deal of

loan moneys all over the colony, and on other
public works here, there, and everywhere;
and, a8 hon. members know, we have not raised
any money in London from loans for some time
past.
The next i & quetation I particularly
want hon. members to listen to, and the
amendment which I have proposed really
adopts the words, or almost the very
words, certainly the effect of the words, of
the Premier himself when he delivered hia
budget speech last November. Listen to
this, and I will read it slowly for the bene-
fit of the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest): —

In regard to our public indebtedness, hon.
members will have seen the published accounts.
OQur indebtedness is increasing—there is no
doubt about that—and I think that, until our
population increases, we should be careful not
to increase our borrowing authorisations. 1
do not mean to say it may not be necessary for
us, to some extent, to increase our horrowing
authorisations ; but what I wish to impress
upon hon. members is that, wntil we get rid of
the authorisations we already have. it would
he unwise. in the interests of the country, to
have any more borrowing authorisations ; there-
fore T shall set my face against them, for the
preserit.

That date is the 16th November, 1897.
What I wish to impress on hon. members,
and to impress on myszelf too, is
that “until we get rid of the autho-
risations we already have, it would
be wunwise, in the interest of the
country, to have any more borrow-
ing authorisatioms; therefore I shall set
my face against themr, for the pre-
sent.” That is what Hansard
says; that is what the Premier said;
and yet although he will not answer my
fair questions as to tbe state of his fin-
_ances, we find him coming into this
_House and telling hon. members that,
notwithstanding his former emphatic
statement. notwithstanding the words of
eaution which he himself and we on this
side uttered last session, he is going
arain into the money market for a
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further loan, in order to float himself
for a still. further term in office. That
You (the
Premier) cannot live without a loanm.
You cannot do it. You have been kept
in office sinee 1890 only by your borrow-
ings. You have seen the writing on
the wall, and you have been cautioned
¢learly enough. You have been ham-
pered by your incompetent colleagues,
and now they are dragging you down,
as they must assuredly do. The only
thing to keep you up is a loan, end we
have to pay for it; the country has to
pay for it, and we have to pay tames.
But everybody is not in & position to pay
toxes, as 13 the member for West Kim- -
berley (Mr. A. Forrest), who now inter-
rupte me. We know perfectly well that
the Governement cannot get on; that
unless they have a loan they cannot con-
struct these works. Tt is idle to suppose
that we have got enough revenue to con-
struct goldfields railways, an agricultural
railway, and sewerage works in Perth,
out of revenue. We must have a loan,
and Ministers are going to reverse their
policy of last session, and say in effect,
“We will go into the loan market agein.”
They may quibble, and they may juggle
with the phraseology of my amendment
and the utterances of the i'remier last
session ; but is there any hon. member
who will not say that the approval of
these works does not pledge us to a loan
in the pear future? They are going
to take this money from works to which
it has already been ellotted. The mem-
ber for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) put
the case very clearly and explicitly yes-
terday. The member for West Kimber-
ley (Mr. A. Forrest) said, “If you have
two accounts in a bank, and one is in
debit and the other in credit, you take
from one account and pay to the credit
of the other”; but he forgot to point out
te the House that the account from which
the Government propose te appropriate
money thie time iz a trust account, and
they must repay it before they can ask
us to re-appropriate money this session.
They should show that they have refunded
the £390,000 which they took from
other appropriations last year. If they
do not do that, it will be no answer; but
perhaps they have, and that is a con-
dition precedent to any further reappro-
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priation.  Until the existing authorisa-
tions have been exhausted, we ought not
to incur further responsibilities; and we
ought not to trust the Commissioner of
Railways with this money. That he can
get rid of it 1 do not doubt; but are
we to allow him to play “ducks and
drakes” with the money which we raise
or which we borrow? We have seen
enough of that hon. gentleman’s expendi-
ture. I have heard enough this session
to suggest to me that there will be some
difficulty in his pgetting through the
session with all that he asks for; and 1
can promise most loyal support to any-
body on the Government side of the
House who wants to prevent him from
getting this money. That Minister is
overburdened with a load of responsibili-
ties, and, as it was termed yesterday by the
member for East Perth, by his fatuous
self-antisfaction. Now, we are not going
to stand it. The time has come for us to
speak straight out, and declare emphati-
cally that we will not leave any stone un-
turned, that we will overcome every ob-
stacle, to prevent a recurrence and con-
tinuance of this wasteful and extravagant
and ruinous policy. Because our colony
shows signs of financial vitality and elas-
ticity, must we strain it to the utmast, to
the breaking point! I say, no. There is
abundant opportunity for good work in
the administration of the colony’s affairs,
and above all in ihe reduction of taxa-
tion ; therefore let us by all means assist
the Government this gession in abolishing
somte and reducing others of the duties on
food. Let us do all we cap to removelhe
burden of taxation, and at the same time
set our faces firmly against all attempts
to increase taxation. Are we here to
legislate, are we here to administer, or
are we sent here merely to keep six men
in power? And who are the six men? We
have got two men who can do nothing but
spend money—they are the Premier and
the Commissioner of Railways. We have
got an Atiorney-General who, I venture to
gubmit, does not know the law of the
colony. He has not been here long
enough. We have got a Minister of Lands
who is the only redeeming feature in the
Ministry. We heve got a Minister of
Mines who knows absclutely nothing about
the subject, who has never displayed any
political intelligence or administrative
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ability either when he sat on this side of
the House as a prominent member of the
Opposition, or since he has sat over there
28 a supporter of the Government. And
we have also a Minister of Education who,
much as I rezpect him—I respeci them all
as men, but I am talking of them as poli-
ticians—admitted a short time ngo that
he waa too feeble, too incapable of con-
tinuing' to perform the duties of 2. member
of Parliament, but who now avows himself
ready to undertzke the responsibilities
and the burdens of administration in an-
other channel. That is the Ministry we
are agked to keep in power at nny price,
and to put our hands in our pockets for
providing money to maintain there.

Mr. A. Forresr: It is a hard case you
are making out.

Mr. LEAEE: Yes, it is. We know the
Minister of Mines and the Minister of
Education, for they were in this school for
some time ; but we have done with them
now, and we wish you joy of your bargain.
I know there are many things I have leit
unsaid, but what I have said I have en-
deavoured to say with some point; andif
I have by chance convinced any hon. mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
of the soundness of my position, I hope
they will vote for principles and not for
men. This question, I presume, will not be
treated as one of no confidence, although
what I think of it is quite another matter.
It does not rest with me to declare how it
ghall be treated ; but we were told yester-
day, when an amendment on the Address-
in-Reply was announced by me, that it
would not be treated as one of no confi-
dence. I have exercised my privilege by
altering that amendment before moving
it to-day, thinking it would be better to
bring forward a more easy proposition for
the understanding of hon. members on
the Government side of the House, and to
ask whether or not, in so many words,
they are prepared to declare to the
country that they will do all they can to
increase the indebtedneas of the country,
for that is the question. Shall we in-
crease our liabilities or shall we reduce
taxation? That is the issue before
the country; and those of you who
are true to political principles will, I ven-
ture to think, hesitate before you declare
in favour of unquealified support of the
Governor’s Speech which is now before us.
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You will consider what view your consti-
tuencies and what view the country will
take of the position in which you now
find yourselves. I move this amendment,
this additional paragraph to the Speech,
aod whether or not it is treated by the
right hon. gentleman as & vote of no con-
fidence I do not care, although I think he
ought to treat it so. I admit that. It
leaves you gentlemen on the Government
side, who are generally afraid to vote for
the Opposition, to vote for once according
to the dictates of your political con-
sclences.

Me. SIMPSON :
ment. .

Amendment and question stated to
the House by the SPPAEER.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
resty: I think the hon. member for
Albany should be grateful to members on
this side of the House for the very patient
hearing we have given him. If it had not
been so, I do not think he would have had
any great cause to complain, becauze in
manv parts during his speech he was dis-
tinctly rude and insulting to myself, to
my collengues, and to members on this
side of the House. )

Mr. Smpson: The same old game.

Tue PREMIER : 1 do not think that is
what we desire to see in this House, and
especially from a gentleman who knows
hetter, as the member for Albany does.
I think he should assist all of us, and T
do not menn te say I do not make mis-
takes, for I confessI do sometimes; but 1
think he should assist rather than other-
wise, ns leader of the Opposition, in pre-
gerving decorum and dignity in our pro-
ceedings. I regret to sny that hag not
heen the case. He has thought fit to ad-
vertise himself as the one and only man
in this community who is fit to govern
this colony ; but we all know the hon.
gentleman ; we have known him from
bis youth up, and we do not know any
good work up to the present date by
which he will be remembered hy the
people of this colony.

Mr. LBags: Don’t be rude.

Tug PREMIER : That is not rude. Be-
fore I po further, T should like to take the
Heuse into my confidence with reference
to the position the Government take up
in regard to the motion which the hon.
member has made. I do not propose to

I second the amend-
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treat his amendment as one of want of
confidence in the Government. I will give
my reasons; and I hope we shall be able
to keep to the decision at which we have
arrived in this respect. This is not a
new Parliament. We have had two ses-
sions—in fact we have had three sessions
—although one was a very short one.
During the last session, when we were
fresh from the country, we had a trial of
strength with the hon. member and those
who assist him, on & motion to amend the
Address-in-Reply. I gave the hon. mem-
ber, on behalf of the Government and
members on this side of the Housge, every
opportunity of saying all he had to say
against the Government—against their
policy and their administration ; and we
all know the result. The House decided
by a large majority that they were not
ready to trust the hon. member and his
colleagues with the administration of the
Gevernment.  Qur policy at that time
was before the country, and we had a
majority in this House on our general
pelicy.  Now, it was upon the question
of extensions of railways or starting-
points of railways that the hon. member
last night intended to make his peint;
but I note that he has changed his mind,
shewing clearly that he had not thought
tLe matter out. In fact, I think that
until a very ghort time before he moved
it he could not have considered the mat-
ter.

Mz, LEar®: You gave us no time.

Trne PREMIER: There waz plenty of
time.

Mr. Leake: From Thursday till now,
and you have had the whole year to do
it.

Tre PREMIER : Do not interrupt.

M. Leaxn: I beg your pardon.

Tre PREMIER: The hoan. member has
changed his opinion of the motion which
he proposed yesterday, and which, fortu-
nately, on the spur of the moment, T
decided not to treat as one of want of
confidence. I say that questions as to
short extensions of railways and of start-
ing-points of railways are not vital ques-
tions which the dominant party in the
Legislature should permit to be turned
inte motions of want of confidence. We
are not going to be trapped, neither the
Government nor their supporters are go-
ing to be trapped by the hon. member
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springing upon us, whenever he chooses,
motions of want of confidence. We will
not treat his adverse motions as such,
unless he is prepared, and then I will give
him every opportunity, to say by adirect
motion that this House has no longer any
coufidence in the present Government. If
the hon. member will do that, then I will
give him every opportunity of saying
what he has to say, and of taking the ver-
dict of this House upon it.

Mr. Leake: I am satisfied if you let
your followera go free and vote as they
please.

Tre PREMIER: We are not going to
be trapped by side issues, such as the

gtarting-point of a railway, or as to

whether a railway should be extended in
some direction, or whether there should be
a reappropriation from an existing loan for
some other purpose. We are not going
to be trapped by side issues to advertise
the hon. memher and his coadjutor there
(Mr. Simpson), for their own advantage.
Wz are not going ta do it, and therefore
I give the hon. member frir warning that,
unless he is prepared during this session
to bring down a motion showing that this
House has no longer any confidence in
Ministers, I shall not treat the question as
a motion of want of confidence.

MR. Leaxe: You know you cannot
carry all your measures.

Tae PREMIER: The hon. member hag
sought to make a good deal of capital by
quoting what I said in March of last year,
and again in quoting what I said in re-
eard to this colony not increasing its
loan authorisations. Well, as a matter
of fact, the proposals of the Government
do not at the present time increase the
loar. authorisations of the Ministry. On
the contrary, they are made with the very
object that I stated last year we desired.
I said that we did not desire to inerease
our loan authorisations at that time. I
am, of course, aware, and anyone is
aware, that if we reappropriate monev
from a vote, and that money is required
for the work for which it was voted, fhe
money will have to be found hereafter hy
a new loan. That, of course. goes with-
out saying, and I will deal with that mat-
ter shortly. T should like to say a few
words before I go any further in regard
to the Governor's Sneech, which has been
g0 severely criticised by some hon. mem-
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bers, with great want of courtesy, Ithink
—with very great want of courtesy in-
deed. Surely anyone who reads that
Speech with a desire to be fair must ac-
knowledge that it is a clear statement—
muat acknowledge that if it goes into some
details which hon. members know all
about, this is not a matter which should
grieve anyone very much, because if you
find a paragraph which you know all
about, you, at any rate, can skip that
paragraph, and let others, who de not
koow as much as you, have an oppor-
tunity of reading it. I know very well
that this Speech, and those parts of it
which have been termed ancient history,
will be very pleasant reading to many
persons throughout the length and
breandth of Western Australia, who will
have from an authoritative source an
account of what has been done through
the year, and what we propose doing.
Surely that Speeeh, as placed before
hon. members, does not deserve the
contemptuous treatment it received
from the hon., member for Central Mur-
chigon (Mr. Illingworth). He said it
was beneath contempt. Tt was useless
and worthless, and whichever way you
turned it wnas no pood—thére was
nothing in it, and that it was an
ingult to Parliament to submit such a
Speech for its consideration. Now, the
hon. member must recollect that the per-
sans who framed that Speech are mem-
bers of this House, entitled to ag much
congideration and as much courtesy as
anyone else; and I do not think that
if anyone else presented a speech to hon.
members, we would be justified in treat-
ing him with contempt, and in saying
his speech was worth nothing, and that,
in fact, it was an insult to place it before
us. The hon. member, in trying to speak
contemptuously of that Speech, only did
himself harm, because he merely brought
contempt on himself; and I think it un-
worthy of him, and T am sorry he is not
present to hear me say so. I say that
Speech is a record of work done, and
it is a record that we ought sall to be
proud of, whether we are in this House
or whether we are not. 1 think it is a
marvel that we have been able to earry
out the numerous works—some com-
plete, and many of them nearing comple-
tion—which are epumerated in the
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Address ; and although they are not new
to every member in this House, I make
bold to say that a great many of them
are mew to very many members here.
It would be idle for anyone to maintain
that everyone in this House knows all
the works the Government have been
carrying out during the year thatis past.
I say they did not know of them all,
and that the information in that Speech
war information Lo mearly every mean in
this House to some extent.

Mgr. GeoreB: That comes out in
general return.

Tug PREMIER: It has not come out
before. Now I would like to ask whether
that Speech of His Excellency the Gover-
nor—the programme of the Government
in foel—has been treated fairly by the
Opposition. I should like to ask if the
remarks which have been made by the
rpeakers opposite—and I especially refer
to those siiting on the fromt bench,
those who think they know more than
acyone clse, and have aspired for a long
time, it has been a long wait, I must
adimg, by cajolery and by insult to
gain these benches—I say, have their
remarks been made in a fair and reason-
able spirit?  What was said by the
Opposition members about the great
Coolgardie water scheme! Did they
have anything to say in regard to it?
T believe they passed it by altogether.
One of the greatest works—yes, the
greatest work that has been undertaken
Ly this Government—a work that haa
been approved of twice over; approved
of first by both Houses of Parliament
without & division; again approved of
by this House without a division; and
I think a work which we are all very
anxious about; a work in regard to
which we often had fears at one time,
and which we were forced to undertake
in the interests of the goldfields and in
the interests of this colony. No one
will suppose that it was a pleasure to
me to have to introduce that great work
to the notice of hon. members, and to
use my influence with them to get it
carried. It was one cf the most un-
pleasant and responsible duties that could
be thrust on anyone ; because we might
fnirly have expected that im that im-
mense auriferous territory which we pos-
pessed there might bave been found a

the
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sufficiency of water for the requirements
of the place. But, no; we have been
compelled to desl with this question, and
to embark this country upcn an expen-
diture of two and & half millions of
money, or something like it, in order
to try to give comfort and relief to the
people, and to assist the great mining
industry on the Coolgardie goldfields.
But these gentlemen, who take such an
interest in the affairs of this country,
never even said obe single word in regard
to this great project which is being car-
ried out at the present time, and which
will soon be in full progress. No, no.
That is pot of s0 much importance as
is the hurling of insulting epithets at
nmyself and those who sit with me on
this bench. 'What about the railways
which are nearing completion? Not a
single word was said about them.

Me. Leagke: We called them
elephants.”

Tre PREMIER: The hon. member
knows just as much about them as he
does about white elephants. He does
not know the colony. He has not tra-
velled about it. He has no knowledge
in regard to it; yet he speaks in this
House as if he had. 'What about the
Fremantle harbour works? Did the hon.
member say anything about this great
work we are carrying out with consider-
able difficulty, because of the im-
mense expenditure required—an expen-
diture of which we camnnot see the
result at the beginning, because we have
to spend a. large amount of money in cast-
ing rock into the sea; this great work
which was commenced in 1891 or 1892—
1392, I think—and which has been carried
on continuously ever since, and which re-
ceives the approval and elicits the admi-
ration, too, of everyone who comes to the
colony? Hed the hon. member anything
to say in regard to that great project?
Not a single word ; he and his supporters
passed it by, only making some joking re-
marks in regard to the consistency of one
or other of the hon. members on 1his
bench.

Mr. Georos: How much will it cost?

Tre PREMIER: Well, we will tell the
hon, member that in due course, This
great work—a monument to the enter-
prise of this people, a monument to the
enterprise of the Legislature of this colony

“white
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—was passed over by those would-be lead-
ers of public opinion without a passing
remark. [ am surpised to see my old
friend, the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. Solomon)}, still sitting over there. I
should have thought he wculd have
walked out of the House when he heard
the hon. member talk about Fremantle
and centralisation, and of the dishonesty
of people in that part of the colony who
desired to gobble everything up for them-
selves in Perth and Fremantle.

Mr. Lesge: When did T use the word
“dishonesty ¥’

Tre PREMIER: I think, at any rate,
the hon. member must feel he has got inte
strange compnny ; into company not: in
any way in sympathy with himself or with
the people he represents.

Mz. VospER: Why do you not hit some-
one your own size !

Tre PREMIER : T say, no word cnme
from these would-be leaders in regard to
this great project now nearing completion,
which has evidences of its successbefore
us and which is going to place Perth and
Fremantle on the high road of communi-
cation between the old country and this.
One would not know from them that such
2 work had even been commenced or wns
in hand. .

MR. Leakp: There is no dispute about
the Fremantle harbour works.

T™e PREMIER: And what was said
about the gold export by the hon. mem-
bers opposite? Was there a word said in
regard to the great change that has come
over the colony—in regard to this magni-
ficent export of vold and in regard to our
general exports? They did not tell us
that the policy of the Government, the
nolicy of this House, and the policy of
Parliament, has produced these results—
his piven facilities of transit throughout
the length and breadth of this country,
bringing the producer into close contact
with the coast, and giving him all the ad-
vantages of cheap, easy and rapid means
of communieation. Thev have not told
us that we are the greatest gold producers
in the Australian continent at the pre-
sent time. No word came from them in
regard to that. No; a lot of paltry plati-
tudes took its place. And what was said
ahout our agricultural development?

Mg. Srtupzon: You only snenk of what
we did not say.
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Tue PREMIER : Yes, I want to show
how incompetent you are for the positions
you seek to occupy. What was said about
our agricultural development—650,000
acres of land taken up during the last 18
menths ; and our cultivation, which has
increased hy over 50,000 acres? No word
of congratulation to the administration
of the Lands Department. No word of
congratulation to the Government in re-
eard to the good work that has been done
in this connection. No, Sir, we had no-
thing in the speeches of the hon. mem-
ber—nothing whatever hut carping and
ungenerous criticism. I say it is not
worthy of him or of this House.

Ma. LEakE: Well, answer it.

Tae PREMIER : And we had fromn our
friend there, the hon. member for East
Perth (Mr. James)—and I like tecall him
my friend—a long wail last night. T felt
sorry for the hon. member. I have seen
him in a good many positions, but I never
saw hini to grenter dieadvantage than I
did last night. The hon. member knows
that there is no member in this House
for whomn I have a greater personal re-
a@ard than for himself. He knows that;
but T say that speech of his was not
worthy of him, or of the constituency he
represents, or of the people, or of himself
ns o native of this colony. He posed as
an insttuctor—posed as an instructor to
other members on this side of the House.
Surely I may say the hon. member has no
right whatever to pose in that attitude
in regard to hon. members on this side of
the House, who are as good men and as
experienced men, and have as much
knowledge, as the hon. member, and whe
are not here to be dictated to by the hon.

member. I say that with all respect to
him.

Mr. Jaues: Even Jove sometimes nods,
vou know

Toe PREMIER: Why was this wail
heard? Why was this most pessimistic
and depressing speech delivered? Why
was it? One would have thought that
this colony had embarked upon schemes
which had proved altogether unproduc-
tive, and that we were in the last throes
of difficulty and of bankruptey; but
what is the fact? That our public works
are teproductive, that our raﬂwﬂys are
paying, and that everything in the colony
—every industry in the colony, and 1 do
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not want the hon. member to trip me up
on this poini, because there are some
wanufacturing industries with which 1
am unacquainted ; but every productive
industry from the soil of the country,
whether it is mining, whether it is tim-
ber, whether it is an agricultural or a
pastoral industry, is paying ; and, there
has never been a time in the history of
thizs colony—to my knowledge, at any
rate—when all these industries were in
as good a condition as they are at the
present moment. ‘

Mg, Sveson: What about the cattle
in the Kimberley distriet with the tick?

Tre PREMIER: The cattle are there,
and we will bring them out of it if we
can.

At 6.30 pm. the SpeBakEr left the
Chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the SPEAKER resumed the
Chair. .

Tee PREMIER: When we adjourned,
T was referring to the speech of my friend
the member for East Derth (Mr. W.
James), and was expressing my regret
that he should have made that speech last
evening, because he seemed to me, for
some reason or other—I cannot make it
out—to have lost faith in his native

counfry.
Me. Jaues: No, no.
Trae PREMIER: I have nn doubt the

hon. member has not lost faith, but it
was a most pessimistic speech to listen to,
I had difficulty in listening to the account
he gave, the fears he expressed, the
frizht he appeared to be in, as to the
future of this country. I feel quite sure
that the hon. gentleman did not carefully
eonsider the position of this colony at the
pregent time, or he would never have al-
lowed himself to make the speech he did
Inst night. And what was it all about—
all these fears which he expressed, all
this good advice he gave us, and how he
appealed to us with all the eloquence
which we know he possesses, not to bring
discredit and rTuin upon this countrv?
One would have thought that it was in
regard to some tremendous loan expendi-
ture, which wns going to involve us in
trouble and ruin. I do not remember the
hon. member on any other occasion, when
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we have really asked the House to em-
bark on schemes which I may properly
call gigantic, raising his voice in the samne
way as he did last night. He may have
had good grounds when we were embark-
ing on preat expenditure, and incurring
great liabilities, of speaking in the way
he did last night. And what are the pro-
posals of the Government? The whole
thing when we come to lock into it is a
very small matter after all

Mg. ILivewonrTH : It is the last straw
that breaks the camel’s back, you know.

Tug PREMIER : Don’t you interrupt.

Mr. InLixoworrH: Yes, I will

Tae PREMIER.: What are we going to
do which ealled ferth this warning from
the member for East Perth. The Govern-
ment suggest that they shall extend our
existing railways further. In one case
from Menzies past Niagara and up to
Mount Leonora and Mount Maleolm, a
distance of 70 miles through very easy
country, indeed I may say altogether
level; there oare scarcely any un-
dulztions, and the country is auri-
ferous all the way and mines exist
all along the route. 1In the other
case we propose to extend the rail-
way fromn Coolgardie to Norseman, a dis-
tance of 100 miles, all the way through
auriferous country. There are not many
mines working now, but the line will pass
the place where there were 1,500 1nen
working only o short time ago, hutthese
men have gonme away to another rush.
Having been on a good many gold-
ficlds, I feel sure that the country
will be found to be gold-bearing
all the way, and auriferous. T would
not go far from Red Hill at the
present time to find larpe numbers of
men working, and all around the shores
of Lake Lefroy the country is auriferous.
And yet, to prejudice hon. members the
hon. member for East Perth seemed to be
frightened becavse he said we were em-
barking on a reckless policy which wauld
bring ruin and discredit upon the coun-
try. If I have never done anything tr
bring ruin on this country, and we have
borrowed a good many millions since 1
have been at the head of affairs, I am sure
this will not do so. These railways will
pay from the day they are constructed.
They will he reproductive works, and how,
then, are we going to bring discredit upon



Address-in-Reply :

the country? If we had been waiting and
waiting, as we have been advised to do
by the Opposition, we would be waiting
now. What has been the career of the
Government. We have been fighting the
Opposition to get on, and the Opposition
have been trying to push us back year by
year. Instead of the Government being
Liehind and the Opposition pushing them
along, we have had to carry the Opposi-
tion on our backs, nnd still they persist
in saying we are bringing ruin on the
country.

Mr. Jaups: Undaunted!

Trag PREMIER: Yes, undaunted, but
not deserted. We are not outnumbered
yet. It has been said during the debate
that pressure has been brought to bear on
me by the member for Coolgardie (Mr.
Morgans), who, I am sorry to say, is not
in hig place. I say that no pressurehas
been brought to bear upon me by the
member for Coolgardie in regard to the
Norseman railway nor in regard to the
line to Mount Leonora. I do not re-
member that pgentleman having men-
tioned the subject to me—to fix
it on my memory, at any rate.
We are not dependent altogether upon
the advice given by hon. members for
our policy, even though it is given by the
hen. member for East Perth. We think
we know something about it. 'We have an
idea of the country and of the prospects
of works being remunerative. Of all the
railvays we have built throughout the
length and breadth of the country,there
is not one so far but has proved a good
investment. And how much support
have we had from the hon. member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) in
any of our works and policy? Hns he
" ever helped us unless the work was going
i straight to his constituency? He never
. helped us at all, but he has taken credit
i - for everything, and for that which he is
i not entitled to. He hag even taken credit,
Ii _-', when he has gone to the Murchlson, for
!; the route the railway runs via Yalgoo,
. % and the hon. member for Central Murchi-
£ son had as much to do with it as the man

in the street. He had nething to do

with it.

Mr. Siurson: You took credit for the
rainfall, one year.

Tae PREMIER: The member for
Coolgardie was not in any way respon-
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sible for advising me in regard to the
railways proposed except the Bonnie Vale
line, which hon. members know he pro-
posed in this House last session, and he
obtained a good deal of support for it.
So much for the conspiracies and motives.
One cannot do anything now unless some
evil motive is attributed to you. What
we 8say is this, that we have to go on
building railways wherever they will pay,
wherever they will open up the country,
and we cannot afford to be standing still,
leaving people in isolation and to the
development of the country; and especi-
ally is that so when we can afford to carry
out these works.

Mr. Jamms: Would you say a place
seven miles from & railway is isolated?

Tae PREMIER : The hon. member has
had his say, and he can speak again
directly if he likes. He has said—and 1
mention it because I do not wish to be
misrepresented, and I will not be mis-
represented without correcting it if T can
-~that there is some deep-laid scheme
upon the part of the Perth and Fremantle
members to extend this railway to get
the traffic, which naturally belongs to
Geraldten. Anyone who knows anything
about it must see that that is absurd.

Mn. Leage: It has not been said in
this House.
Tue PTREMIER: It has been said in

several places. I did not say it had been
said in this House.

M. Georoe: It was the man in the
street, I suppose.

Ter PREMIER: | wish to explode
that idea. What are the facts I The
railway is to Menzies, and from there to
Mount Malcolm and to Mount Leonora
it i3 70 miles to the northwnard and we
want to tap the country to the north.
The people are there, and the gold mines
are there. What are we to do! Are we
to build a railway 290 miles from Mount
Magnpet to Lawlers, and 80 on, or build a
line 70 miles in length through easy
country? The Government cannot build
railways where they like; the railways
must - follow the people and the gold
producing belts. Where the people are,
that is where the gold is. The people
and the gold will be together, and the
raillways must go there. It is not &
matter in which we are in any way re-
sponaible. We are bound to carry a rail-
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way from Menzies, because it is closest.
From Mount Magnet to Lawlers—{ will
nos say the whole of the way—I do not
think there iz a single mine.
Mr. Vosper: There is Mount Samuel.
Tee PREMIER: The hon. member’s
geography is not very good. Mount
Samuel is not in that direction at all. The
route which we are taking is the closest,
and I may tell hon. members that there is
nothing in the statement that we are try-
ing to injure one place to bolster up
another.  Geraldton, forsooth! Why,
who saved Geraldion from losing the
traffic of the Murchison goldfields? Who
was it but myself, and those who helped
me, in resisting the proposal to start the
Cue railway from Mingenew instead of
taking the present route? I believe that
proposal was defeated by only one vote;
and, if it had been carried, Geraldton
would have lost altogether the Murchison
goldfields trade. If anyone likes to look
through my record, he will find I have
never done anything against the people
of Geraldton, but that I have always tried
to do the best I could for the people of
the whole colony by pushing railways into
country where they would pay. As to
the proposed railway extension from
Menzies to Mount Leonora, the route is
not exactly fixed, though it will no doubt
go in that direction. During the last 18
months, from the Mount Margaret gold-
. field there has been exported £100,000
worth of gold, and that does not include
any gold from the East Murchison field,
from which more than that amount has
been exported. 'We know also that all
that country is auriferous, and that it has
been suffering from want of better means
of communication. The people there
have had to cart heavy traffic all the way
from Coolgardie during a long while, and
since the railway was extended to Menzies
they have had to cart from that point.
If anyone who has any idea at all of our
goldfields says we ought to delay in con-
structing that work because he does not
like to borrow money, nor to reappropri-
ate it for that purpose, and that we ought
to leave the people there to go on carting
their goods over long distances, I cannot
agree with him, for I say that so long
ns we can afford to build railways 1o
districts that will be payable, the more
likely are our goldfields and the colony
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generally to be developed. 1 suppose
it will be a couple of years before the
line can be cowpleted to Mount Leonora,
and I suppose it will be a couple of years
before the other line can be extended to
Norseman. That is long enough to ask
people to wait, when we know we can
afford to build those railways. When
I was at Menzies, a large number of
people waited on me to urge the import-
ance of doing what we could, and as soon
aB poagible, to extend the railway to that
district, and give them betier means of
transit. When we can build a railway
through a settled district, when we know
the traffic will be considerable and the
line be payable, and when we are in a
position to do it, why should we not
undertake a reproductive work at a timae
when we can afford it?! When I was
on the road visiting that district, 1
authorised the building of a dam there,
which, I must admit, has cost more
money than I expected ; but it is a valu-
able work, as it will hold some forty
million gallons of water. And I think
it is really worth while to build a raitway
to get the use of that water, not only
for the railway, but aleo for the people
at Menzies, And what will be the re-
sult of our policy in extending these rail-
ways! A new life will be instilled into
those communities; and, as evidence of
that, only to-day one of the most promi-
nent men connected with mining in this
colony, and A man with, I think, the
largest interest in any English company,
called on me, and said he was directed
by his company to go out to that district
and secure properties, becayce there was
now a chance of progress \here on ac-
count of the railway we wure about to
construct. -Those people will have to wait
a congiderable time, even ur.ler the best
circumstances, although somr bon. mem-
bers opposite would like thrms to wait
still longer—would like then to wait
until something turned up. We have
every reason to believe, and, in fact, we
know, that when we get to Mount Mal-
colm we get into better watered country,
and will be able to supply our rail-
way engines from that socurce, and
also supply the settled populaticn
at Niagara and other places in -
that district. That is a country also
capable of some developmnent for pas-
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toral purposes, and there will be & chance
in that direction. I want to point out
to hon. members, in regard to the posi-
tion of Norseman when connected with
the railway route to Fremantle, under
the proposal of the Government, thac
Norseman will be exactly in the same
position, relatively, ns Menzies is at the
present time ; that is to say, the distance
from here wa Coolgardie to Menzies
by railway will be about the same as will
the distance from Perth wia Coolgardie
to Norseman ; so that Norseman will be
placed in as good a position to develop
its resources a8 Menzies is in at the pre-
gent time. There is a good deal of
controversy in regard to the claims of
people who have settled at Euperance to
have railway communication with the
Norseman goldfield. Sentimental claims
are urged upon us on the ground of
humanity, and all kinde of grounds are
suggested by those who appeal to our
sympathies in this matter. I aduwit
that these sentimental claims do appeal
" to everyone, and they appesal to me, in
regard to the position of the small com-
munity at Esperance ; but we must never
forget that we are not building a rail-
way for the people living there, but we
are building a railway for the people of
this colony, and we must build it in such
a way as will best serve the interests of
the people as a whole, and he most pro-
duetive.. That is the position the Gov-
erninent have to face. 'We cannot make
railways in any place we like, nor can
we make ourselves believe that a rail-
way from Esperance Bay to Norseman
would be reproductive at the presemt
time, for there is not the trade to make
it pavable ; and, if the railway were con-
structed from Esperance, the people at
Norseman would atill be isolated from
the rest of the colony, by not being con-
nected with the general railway system.
Az to the railway when constructed to
Norseman going on to connect with Eg-
perance, there will always be demands
for going on. Some persons waited on
me at Coolgardie, before the railway from
Southern Cross had reached Boorabbin,
to urge that they did not want to be con-
nected by railway with the coast on the
Perth and TFremantle side, but wanted
a line made directly to the coast at Es
perance, as they were determined they
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would have nothing to do with the people
n the old-settled portion of the colony
Before there was a jetty at Esperance,
betore there was a single soul there, be-
for: there was an cunce of gold dis-
covered at Norgeman, some of the people
then at Coolgardie, out of sheer “cussed-
vess” and nothing else, were determined
they would have nothing to do with the
people of Western Australia; and the
object in those days was to try to get a
little principality of their own, con-
nected, not with this ecolony, but with
some other part of Australia.  Which-
ever way we build this railway, do not
let anyone think that the agitation will
corclude when you get the line to Norse-
man,  There will always be fresh de-
mands, which will be resisted by this part
of the colony for a long while at any rate,
thcugh the time may come when the
necessities of the place may permit of thas
railway being continued to Eaperance;
but it is not likely. You must look at
these things as they appear to men of
common sense pursuing their ordinary
avocations.  You must consider that the
pecple in this central part of the country
arve not anxious that their trade should
be diverted, and should go somewhere
elee, It is not reasonable. You must
take people as you find them. They are
all looking after their own interests; and
the time may come when the railway will
go on to Esperance ; yet we must remem-
ber that, if it went there at once, there
would be an immediate clamour from
Norseman to be joined by rail with their
friends in other parts of the colony. The
ery of the peovle of Esperance Bay that
they are starving because the Norseman
trade is not sufficient for them, and they
must go further and get some of the
Coolgardie trade, is all very well: but it
does not want a prophet to see—a very
mole could see it—that the only thing
we have to do is to see if we cannot do
something for that goldfield. Tt is this
railway or nothing. I say unhesitatingly
that at the present time, that is this vear.
the Government are not ahle to recom-
mend that a railwav should be huilt from
Esperance to Norseman, because we
know it would not stoo there. Tt would
only he making another acitation to have
the line carried on somewhere else. For
those places, Esperance and Norseman,
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would then be as isolated from the colony
as they are at the present time ; and they
are isolated. They know nothing of the
pecple in this colony. They have never
bad an opportunity of knowing. The
mayor has come here, travelling one
hundred miles by road to get on to the
cauway.

Mr. Vosper: The Esperance people
kuow you, by this time.

Tue PREMIEK: When you get down
by rail to Esperance Bay, where can you
go to next? You must go by steamer
to Albany to get on to the railway in
other parts of the colony.

Mer. Grorge: Why have you spent so
much money down there?

Tue PREMIER: We had to.

Mr. Georse: Qwing to clamour.

Tue PREMIER: No. A lot of people
rushed in there—a great many of whom,
I believe, have gone awny since—and
there was a great deal of business dome
there for a time. The Government have
tried to do right and justice to every part
of the country wherever there was a de-
niand and n necéssity for the expenditure
of public money. I know that what I
have said will not please everybody, and
will not pleagse the poor people of Eaper-
anece. But that is not wy fault. I have
as much sympathy for them as can pos-
sitly be entertained by the man who be-
licves the railway ought to ge te their
port ; but we cannot do that. Men who
oceupy responsible positions have to de
what will bring credit to themselves and
to those with whom they are associated,
as well as to the country at large.

Me. Lesage: How are you going to
make the Norseman railway pay!

Tue PREMIER: I believe it will pay.
It will not be an isolated railvay. The
rolling stock can be sent from here. The
linc will run through auriferous country,
and the working will not be under a
separate administration. I believe it will
iy,

] MR. LEage: You only believe,

Tue PREMIER: Yes, I believe it will
pay, if it is carefully managed and does
not cost too much.  And T think there
are hopes that the Norseman goldfield,
with increased communication hetween

the goldfields one way and another, will .
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doing this work at the present time. My
desire is to try to bind together the people
wlo cowe to make a living and to seek
their fortunes in this colomy. That is
better, at any rate, thar the other plan
by which we would have a principality
separnted from us by reason of the ab-
sence of means of communieation. 1
even think a railway from Cool-
rardie to Egperance Bay would be
wiore justifiable than a railway from
aperance to Norseman alone.  Before
I leave this question I must say a word
concerning my friend the member for
Dundas (Mr. Conolly). No man could
have shown me more consideration, or
helped me with more generosity in form-
ing o judgment upon it than he; and I
am sure my sympathy goes out to him.
Lc has been a personal trouble to me, and
1 am sure that if the decision could have
heer: in his favour, no one would have
Leen more pleased than I.

M=, Smesox: You have got his vote,
his practical sympathy.

Tre PREMIER: With regard to the -
railway to Bonnie Vale, I think some
little feeling has come into this matter.
1 sinply cannot think that all the talk
that has been made about it can be a
geruine expression of criticism on this
short branch of six or seven miles, at a
place where there are 1,500 people, I may
tell you, at the present time; where
there are mines at work, and which 1s
altogether a very flourishing community.
Moreover, it is on the high road, as we
all know, for extension. It goes to the
23-Mile, and on to the cement, and out
towards the Wealth of Nations. It will
include all that district by-and-by, as it
is intended to do. It is mot a railway
running to Bonnie Vale and stopping. It
will cost & small sum of money, and I am
sure it will pay.  If the people of Bonme
Vale nnd the people of Coolgnrdie can
satisly the Government that a small rail-
way, costing about £12,000 I suppose
altogether, will pay, the amount is not
worth talking about.  Why should we
not construct it?  There is another rea-
son why the Government have gone into
this matter—the one T have mentioned is
the paramount reason—the other reason is
that we are trying to open up the country

wrosper. and that we are justified—and | iustead of keeping people waiting all their
that i all. not move than justified —in | lives for conveniences that it seems tn
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them they will never get. It has been
generally thought, and I may have en-
couraged the idea to some extent, that
the construction of the Coolgardie water
scheme would prevent any other publie
works being carried out throughout the
length and breadth of the colony. That
iden has been industriously circulated by
the opponenis of the Government. They
desire the people of the colony to think
we have embarked on this great scheme,
which is only intended, they say, for the
benefit of n certain number of people on
the goldfields, with the result that all the
other parts of the colony must languish
—that they cannot get their public works
dope until this work is finished. That
story is very industriously circulated by
the enemies of the Government; hut it
is not so. We find we can do other
works at the same time as we carry out
this great work, and more especially are
we able to do this because a great many
of these works nre now nearing comple-
tion, and we do not want to come to a
standstill. T will not press this next
argument I am about to use too strengly,
but I eay that we have in one way and
nnother encouraged a large number of
people to come to this colony to try to
earn their bread and to seek their for-
tunes; and are we going to closedown all
the works in this colony and give no em-
ployment to anyone, in order to please
the hon. member opposite, who wants
us to stay our hands because we have
been progressing so well during the Iast
seven years that he thinks we should not
progress any more? No. The Govern-
ment are not built that way. We intend
to zo on so long as we think there is o
fair prospect of success. We have been
at it for seven years, and we have not
brought disaster on anyone: and I do
not think the projects set forth in this
Speech are likely to hurt anyome, but
that, on the contrary, they will give em-
ployment to a lot of people, and will
bring assistance and comfort to those
wlo are pioneering the remote parts of
this colony.  As to reappropriation, I
may say that it would have heen quite
competent for me to have brought down
a Bill for the amount, and asked for an
additional loan authorisation. Speak-
ing off-hand—and T do not wish to be
twitted with this hereafter, hecause the
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finsncial arrangements of the Govern-
ment. have not been completed, and will
not be completed until after the end of
June—I de not think this appropriation,
which will include o considerable amount
for the Fremantle harbour works, asthe
vote we took last year waos only intended
to carry us on during the year, and
although we have a balance in hand of
£30,000 to £40,000, still we want more
muney during the year—taking £100,000
in addition to what we have got for the
Fremantle harbour works, this work will
not cost more than something like
£300,000, making about £400,000 re-
appropriation altogether. It would have
heen very easy for me to have brought
dewn a Bill to authorise the expenditure
of £400,000 for this work. Few would
have voted against such a Bill, but be-
cause we say we have a large amount of
meney belonging to these various votes,
and especially to the Coolgardie water
scheme, where we have one to two mil-
lions which we need not touch, and of
which we will not want the last £500,000
for 18 months or nearly two years, why
shculd we not appropriate that for our
purposes at the present time? Whatis
the difference between our passing a Bill
te-day and passing it in 18 months’
time?! 1 can see no difference, except
that it is better for the Government and
for the people, as well as for the credit
of the colony. We are not embarking
in new projects before we get others out
of hand. We are reappropriating from
a vote which gre will not want for a time,
with the certain understanding that we
shall come to the House in about 18
months’ time and ask for this money for
the Cooleardie water scheme when it is
wanted there. There is, in fact, an
idea in my mind that the water scheme
can be carried out for two millions
instead of 2} millions. At any rate, if
it cannot, T shall have to ask the House
for that sum. If, on the other hand, we
manage our affairs well enough, so as
to make a saving upon that scheme, it
will not he necessary to ask for all of it.

Mzr. GeoreE: You are by no means
sure that the House will vote it.

Trr PREMTER : They must vote it if
the work is to be done. Now, what is
all the noise about in respect of this
£400,000 of money? A year or so ago,
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when this House voted six millions of
money, there was not half as much talk ;
and we were not half so well off then as
we are now. Anyone can see the reason
of this talk—opposition to the Govern-
teat, an attempt to harass and annoy
the Government. There is no other
reason for it
six willions of money go through, about
eighteen months ago, without any ques-
tion!?

Mr. Leaxe: Because
strong enough to stop it.

Tre PREMIER: Well, you are not

we were not

strong enough now.

Mn. LEAKE You are abusing vour
power.

MRr. IrLingworTH: We opposed it all

we knew how.

Tee PREMIER: I sghould like to
know if anyone thinks we have come to
the end of our borrowing powers in {nis
colony? All I can say is that, if we felt
ourselves justified in authorising the
borrowing of six millions of wmoney
eihteen months ago, when our exports
were very little compared with what they

"are now, we had stronger faith in our
country than some hon. members have
at the present moment.

Mz Georee: We have plenty of faith,
but no money.

Tre PREMIER: Someone asked me
what we had spent upon the Fremantle
harbour works. I have a note of it. The
total cost up to date is £700,000: but
included in that is a sun of over
£100,000, which has been spent upon
works which really do not properly be-
long: to the Fremantle harbour works.
We all knew of it years ago. I refer to
the Custom House sheds and te the
South Jetty at Fremantle, the cost of
which wng debited to the harbour works
vote. Of course they were connected
with the harbour in the sense that they
provided proper accommodation for the
traffic, especially at the time of the
block, as people called it, two years ago.

Mr. Grorgm: Then wyou were bad
haokkeepers.

Tre PREMIER: So that something
like £600,000 is properly chargeable to
the Fremantle harbour works., nnd there
will be £200,000 more, making up the
estimate of the Engineer-in-Chief. When
that smn has heen expended, T think we
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| shall be ready to accommodate thelarze
ocean-going steamers.
’ Mr. GeoraE: You will not, until you
| get that million-and-a-half tons of stone
‘F out of it.
Tue PREMIER: It is not stome.

Mr. Georar: Well, your Engineer-in-
Chief says it is, and he knows better
than you or L

Tue PREMIER: So that it will he
something like £400,000, speaking off-
hand, that we want to reappropriate. We
shall know more about it when we
come to consider our financial arrange-
ments after the 30th June. And, as I
said just now, if you take it all out of
the 23 millions, still, it is almost intact ;
and if anyone thinks that my proposal
is not a better plam than that of getting
apew loan, T cannot agree with him.
It would, in fact, have been very much
engicr o me te have asked for a
A£400,000 authorisation, which I am
quite sure this House would have been
willing to give. Now, as te our finances,
1 bhave heard a good deal from the mom-
per for Albany (Mr. Leake) about the
financial position of the colony. [ am
glad to see that he did not seem to ie
afraid of the future of the colony. All
he seemed to be afraid of was that the
Government should spend any mouev.
His desire seemed to be that we shouwd
stup public works——that we should stop
giving employment to the veople, and
thus bring ourselves into discredit znd
disrepute, and allow the hon. member
to take our places

Mr. Leage: Reduce tazation.
is what I said.

Tae PREMIER: Now, the revenue of
the colony, as the Speech says here, wil
not reach the estimate, but will not fall
behind the revenue we received last year.
It will not reach my estimate, givern at
the last meeting of Parliament, but it
will very mearly equal the revenue re-
ceived lagt year, and I am glad to say
that the revenue is lmprovmg Even
during this month there are sigms that
are very reassuring; and I hope that
the revenue for the month of June will
show a considerable increase on that of
May. 1 confess at once that the revenue
has not come up to our expectaticns, but
gtill it ig very larze. It will be nvout

| 23 wmillions—an  immense revenve, 1

That




Address-in-Eeply :

think, when you oonsider everything;
ap immense revenue indeed. I know
that we were a little too samguine;
but I may plead as my excuse that I was
away in the other colonies and came back
only a few days before Parliament met,
ind hnd not the time to give to this mat-
te that T have had since, and therefore
wh not able to form as good an estimate
of he future as I have on this occasion.
As 4 our credit, we have had no trouble
whatver in obtaining all the money we
requit for carrying on the public works
of thesolony. Some of these are done
fromi réenue and others from loan ac-
count, a\d concerning loan works I have
had no geat anxiety. Some anxiety is
always in%lved in controlling large finan-
cial operating, but 1 have had no great
anxiety in foviding sufficient money for
the requiretbnts of the colony; and 1
have been abh to raise what money I re-
quired at 3 pé cent. on short dates—

two years fd three years ; and
I do mot thpk that 38 a bad
state of aﬂ'a.i-ai while we  are

waiting for the oportunity, which will
come in due courst when we can place
“an inscribed stock lap upon the London
market. As fo our iflghtedness, the hon.
member has asked a qugtion, but he need
not have nsked it, bewyge he inferred
and will possibly make pople think that
we are in the habit of ‘;el-dra_\ving our
account at the lodal banky T have been
Premier and Treasurer of he colony for
seven years; and with one v twd excep-
tions—for a day or so—wehave never
owed the local banks & sixpens,

Mr. LEake: Who said you dif9

Tre PREMIER : You seemedto think
we were overdrawing with local wapks.

Mg. Leare: Whesaid so?

Tre PREMIER : "ou asked a question
as to whether we tere indebted ta the
loenl banks.

Mg. LEage: : Wel, answer it,

Tue PREMIER : 7ou know verv welt
we do not owe they amything. T have
at the present momnt £400,000 in the
banks here at my dposal as Treasurer,
and I do not owe thiLondon and West-
minster Bank a shilng on current ac-
count. Weowe them sthing, Wedonot
owe the banks here, r the London and
Weshminster Bank auhing, and T think
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I ought to know something about this
wmatter.

Mz, Leaxe: But you never tell us,

Tre PREMIER : We had £400,000 to
our credit last month here, and of
the £300,000 we have only had .£180,000.
That does not leok as if we were in a
pauperised condition and not able to go
on with our public works. Our gold mines
are improving, and our exports have in-
creased from £1,660,226 1a 1896 to
£3,940,098 in 1897. That is, two and a
half times more. I think next year or
the year after our exports will exceed our
imports, or will coine up to them. As
the Governor's Speech tells you, we esti-
mate that the output of gold for the year
will reach one million ounces.

Mg. GeorGE: I wish it was timber.’

Tue PREMIER : The tintber industry,
the pastoral industry, and other indus-
dustries are in a flourishing condition. We
never had a time when they were more
flourishing, and therefore what occasian is
there for this ¢ronking, and these miser-
able fears of the hon. member for Enst
Perth, who ought to be a leader for his
colony rather than n laggnrd behind?

Mg. Snpzox : There are three thousand
unemployed.

Twe PREMIER: I am very sorry to
hear that there are, but I am Premier of
this country, and am in a public position,
and I have not had three men come tc
me.

Mg. Vosrer: They cannot catch you.

Tre PREMIER : 1 do not say there are
rot a number of men unemployed, but 1
believe the number of the ynemployed is
very much exaggrerated, and it is made
the most of by the members opposite.

Mg, Srursox: Your own gospel writer,
the West Australion, does it.

Tue PREMIER: I know it is very
tempting, and I hope, when I am in the
position of the hon. member opposite, I
shall not make the same mistake. No
doubt it is tempting.

Mgr. Leake: You can come over here to-
morrow if you like.

Tae PREMIER: When the hon. mem-
bers opposite make this mistake they

wish, of course, to strike me. They
want to hurt me and my col-
leagnes ;  but in striking ot me

they miss their mark. They do not hurt
me. They injure the colony—of courze
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they do not wish to do it, but they do do
it. It is no new thing for the country to
be dispsraged. Who has disparaged the
country more tham the hon. member for
Central Murchison did in 18941 I think
the hon. member is ashamed of his pes-
simistic doctrines of those days. He used
to tell us that the South-Western Railway
Lusiness was going to bring disaster and
discredit on the country, but it is a good
paying line now. It is the second-best
paying line in the colony, I am told. Who
has been right ever since, my friends here
or my friends opposite] We are going
on in the same way towards prosperity.
What did one hon. member say? He
spoke of the Bridgetown railway and the
Collie railway, and he aneered at the
Collie railway because it was in the dis
trict I represent, and he knew I took
gome interest in gebting the railway line
passed. The Collie coal and: the timber
in that district are two of the assets of
the country. The Collie coal has been
proved already. The hon. member who
tnade those remarks was either ignorant
or hag no faith in the country.

Mn. Leake: What about the artesian
water there?

Tue PREMIER: It is a libel on the
ndministration ¢f the Railway Depart-
ment to say that it is not paying. The
Railway Department is paying very well.

Mr. LEakg : Who aaid the railways were
" not paying?!

Tus PREMIER : You said so.

MR. Leaxg: I said that the revemue
was reduced,

Tue PREMIER : When I pulled you up,
you did, but not till then. You said the
railways would not pay.

Mr. Leake: That is with the new
lines,

Tue PREMIER : The leader of the Op-
position in 1891 said that the South-% cs-'
tern Railway business would bring ruin on
the country, whereas it has been w great
bepefactor to the country. I have said
nearly all I have to say. This is not a
want of confidence motion, but T hope it
will be treated with the contempt it de-
serves. I hope the members who have
stood hy me for so many years will not
allow this paltry accusation—that ruin is
to come on us—to influence them, and
that they will not be influenced by the
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for East Perth; that they will not be in-
fluenced by the lugubrious effusion which
he delivered last night ; but that they will
have sowme pluck and confidence and faith:
in the country. Hon. members on thiy
side know this, that we have all pulled te
gether well in the past; we have been m
the progressive side, and we have 00
cause to regret it. Inregard tothis litle
extension of railways, it is nonsense t gay
that disaster is coming on the colgly in
consequence ; to me it is ridiculos. If
we were to be ruined by the consfuction
of railway lines we would hay been
ruined long ago. Then we dad the
statistics of 1891 brought up to show
that we were better off in 189 than we
are now, If the hon. meml.ve,)'hl’Mfl an op-
portunity of reconsidering }8 speech, I
think he would admit that }¥ made a mis-
take. Surely we should ffget the past.
We have had pleasant tire& no doubt in
the past, but to compay the past with
the present, and say th¢ the people were
better off then than HOW, is ridiculous.
There has been an adpnce in civilisation,
an increase in comort. Surely these
things have had soie influence on the
people. I have on) one more remark to
make, and I wig te say that I resent
more than I digany remarks on myself
the insults whid the hon. member for
Albany (Mr. Lfike) cast upon hon. mem-
bers sitting hy®. They were unworthy of
I gentlerﬂan f his standing, the rasilty
and allusio® to gentlémen on these
benches, wh give the whole of their time
to the pukic service, and try to do the
best they/can for the country. Their
whole disire i8 0 try and please
the peple, who hive placed them in
their pesition. The hon. member 1nade
one renark about me of mny colleagues
heing a bad Iawyer, If there is one thing
a mon resents, if heis a lawyer, it is to
he called a bad lawer.

Mr. LEake: I ris to explain. I said
the hon. gentleman .id not know the law
of the colony, becase he had not been
here long enough.

Mgr. Vosper: Yo' could say he was n
very zood lawyer.

Mr. Leaxn: MrSpeaker, I withdrnw
the expression, ancsny the hon. gentle-
man is a good law?r.

Tre PREMIER : Then the hon. memn-
her tried to insultiy eolleagues. Tt wns
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unworthy of him. The hon. member
comes from a time-honoured family bere,
and such remarks are unworthy of him,
and [ am sure he regrets them.  The re-
marks were of a personal character.

Mg, Leakg: They were not personal at
all.

My, A. Forresr: What about the re
marks in reference to the Hon, G. Ran-
dell?

Tre PREMIER: This Address doesnot
follow the same practice as the Address
has followed in former years. The course
has been to traverse the Governor’s Speech
in some particulars, but I understand that
members in these days take exception to
that, and the form of the Address has been
altered 30 as not to commit anyone to
anything, It says we have received ycur
Excellency’s Speech ; we thank your Ex-
cellency for it ; we will consider the whole
of the matters which have been placed be-
fore us as well as any other matters which
are brought under our consideration, and
try to do the best we can for the colony
of Western Australia. That is all. Every-
one can subscribe to that. But the hon.
member for Albany wants to tack on toit
an attack on the Governnient, The licn.
member knows that under ordinary condi-
tions, with a strong Opposition, an at-
tempt to alter the Speech would be re-
garded o8 a motion of want of confidence,
although T am not prepared to ac-
cept 1t from him nt the present
time. I want a direct challenge from
him as to whether the House has
confidenca in ¢he Ministry, but the
hon. member for Albany wishes to
tack this additional paragraph on to the
Gorernor’s Speech to bring discredit on
and harass and injure our ndministration.

Mg. Leaks : Hear, hear.

Tue PREMIER : That is the object the
hon. member has in view. I ask hon.
members not to be trapped by the hon.
member, but to rally round and stick to-
gether. Let the hon. member make a
direct challenge, and see if we have the
confidence of hon. members in the House.
He knows that he is not on the right
corse. T ask hon. members again to
rally round, and not allow the two or
tliree members opposite to disparage, not
orly us, hut every member on the Gov-
croment henches.
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Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardiz) :
Naturally I have listened with a vast
amount of interest to the remarks made
by the Premier, and 1 must say they
bear » striking contrast to ell the speeches
that preceded the Premier’s remarks. The
debate had Leen exceedingly mild, but as
soon as the Premier rose he made an at-
tack upon members on these benches
which reminded me of the old atery of
“Bombastes Furioso.” I began to wonier
why we should be subjected to such bully-
ing for daring to criticise the policy of
the Government. The first thing the hon.
gentleman did was to make an unprovoked
atiack on the hon. member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Solomon}, who has not yet
taken part in this debate. It was a gra-
tuitous outrage, I cannot call it anything
else, upon an old and respected member
of the House. I an not here to defend the
hon. member for South Fremantle—he is
capable of doing that himself ; but there
iz a certain disparity between the strength
of the honr member for South Fremantle
and the |remier, and the right hon.
gentlemnan should have taken that into
consideration. We were subjected to
another tirade of abuse heaped upon
the hon. member for East Perth, and we
were informed that that hon. member wag
endeavouring to establish a sort of dicta-
torship over the Houge. There is no ne-
cessity for that, so long as we have the
right hon. the Premior at the head of
the Government. There is no room for
two dictators, and it is useless for anyone
on this side of the House attempting to
usurp the position. The right hon. the
Premier went an {o recapitulate what good
he had done for this country, and he said
the gold export had gone up, and the pro-
duction of gold had increased, and
we are told that these things are

mainly dve to the action and policy
of the Government. I say that
Paul  Kruger might just as well

have taken to himself the credit for the
success of the Transvaal, as the Premier
for the success of the increased production
of gold here. We have a high tariff and
high rates, and an attempt has been
made to deprive thousands of men of
their legal title to mine for gold. The
coldfields remain unsettled, people cnn

rret no homes there, and they have to pay
y heavy taxes—all this is developing the
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goldfields! 1 cennot see how the
heavy taxation has had the effect
of developing the goldfields, or in
what way it has helped us to increase
the gold output. The right hon. gentle-
man seemed to think there is a lack of
desire on the part of the Opposition to
recognise the good points in the Ministry
as a whole. I do not think that is so,
although we may not feel it necessary
togointo the last seven years’ history of
the colony, as the Premier does every
time he speaks. I give credit to the
integrity, honesty of purpose, and good
deeire of the Prewier; I should not de-
prive him of that credit. But there exists
no necessity to praise the Govern-

ment, as the members of the Gov-
ernment are 8o  continually and
loudly Dblowing their own trumpet,

that no other trumpet can be heard.
Then I say there has been a generous
omission of matters of vital importance.
Scarcely a man on this side of the House
has cpoken on the well-known alluvial
question. I do net propose to allude to
it at length, because I shall have an oppor-
tunity later on. But I say there was a
flagrant attempt on the part of the
Ministry to deprive men of their legal
title to what was undoubtedly their right.
In any other colony thiswould have been
made the theme of debate. The Premier
went on to give a description of the
finances and the industries which are
going on. There is an attempt
on the npart of the Ministry to
disguise from themselves and others
the state of offaira existing at pre-
sent. We know that in Perth there
are a great number of men unemployed,
and if the Premier says he does not meet
them, then I would remind him that the
Premier is not so approachable as a pri-
vate memher, and if the Premier will
throw off his personality as Premier, he
will soon find there is a rood deal of ls-
tress in Perth. During the adjournment
for tea, I went into Hay-street and met a
man, who said that if there was someone
to raise o cry for a demonstration of the
unemployed. there would be a roll-up of
three or four hundred men round Par-
linment House in a very short time, Dav
after day members of Parlinment are
peatered with applications from men seek-
ing employment.  Some of them desire
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to get into the civil service, some want
employment on the railway, and some
want employment of any kind. Most
of these men bear on their bodies the
evidence of hard toil, and while men are
compelled to loaf about the town unable
to obtain employment for earning a
living, and are hali-starved, there are sure
to be these complaints from the unem-
ployed. There is in fact a good deal cf
depression, and we know that people in
busginess have great difficulty in collecting
accounts, and they say that things were
never so bad in this colony since the gold
fever broke out.

Tre PreMiER:
that.

Mg. VOSPER : Yes; and one reason is
that the ordinary accommodation of the
banlks is a good deal absorbed by the re-
quirements of the Government at the
present time ; and although it is eaid the
Government have large credit balancesin
local banks, yet there is a scarcity of
money and difficulty in getting accom-
modation. The right hon. gentleman
told the House that the Oppositicn were
not progressive, and that during the whole
course of his career in this colony he has
found them opposing every movement he
has made in favour of progress. That is a
gtatement he makes session after session ;
but I contend that the statement is not
true. In divisions taken on the
Coolgardie water scheme, the right
hon. gentleman received a generous sup-
port from the Opposition eide of the
House ns well as from other members:
and when my friend the member for Cen-
tral Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) offered
the last opposition to that scheme, he
was not supported by a single member
on this side of the House. We assisted
the Premier at that time, and stood
shoulder to shoulder in support of the
scheme.

Tre Premier: People would not stand
opposition to it at that time.

Mr. VOSPER: T am not so sure of
that. Of course the Coolgardie water
scheme looks extremely rosy when
viewed through the bottom of a chaw-
pagne glass, and that is the medium
through which the right hon. gentleman
usunlly pauges public opinion; but if
he were to try to elicit the opinion of
men on the goldfields by addressing

There are reasoms for
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them, say, from a balcony, on this water
scheme, he would probably find that the
opinion in its fuvour is not so unanimous
as he supposes it to be. We were told
there was no intention on the part of
the Government to conciliste the mem-
ber for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans) in sup-
porting the proposed railway to Bonnie
Vale. I am prepared to believe that
is 50, although I am aware, and it is a
significant fact, that just after Coolgardie
ceased to be the leading opposition town
in the colony, and had “licked the shoe”
of the right hon. gentleman, the Gover-
nor's Speech comes out with the promise
of a railway to Bonnie Vale.  When
the Premier disclaims any intention to
conciliate the member for Coolgardie, we
may take it that his object i& not so
much to secure promises for the future
an to reward services in the past. A
comparison has been made between the
proposed line to Bonnie Vale and the
short line from Kalgoorlie to the Boul-
der. I am not inclined to offer strong
opposition to the Bonnie Vale railway,
for I look upon it as the beginning of a
railway which will ultimately develop a
line of country to Black Flag and in
that direction; but there is a great
difference between that railway and the
Boulder line, for the Boulder line is
gome four miles long, touching at several
mines on the route, whereas a line to
Bonnie Vale will be about double the
length, and will go through country in
which practically there is no settlement
at present. At Bonnie Vale there are
a few mines, which are of very doubtful
vitlue indeed. The Westralia mine is a
gnod property, although its crushings
have been going down to the vanishing
point. As to the action of Geraldton
in seeking to protect its own interests
as a port town connected with the gold-
fields, and in reference to the route to
be adopted by the railway to Mount
Leonora as compared with a line from
Mount Magnet in the Murchison. district,
one cannot wonder at that kind of feel-
ing on the part of people in Geraldton,
when we see in the Speech of the Gover-
nor that it is said the proposed line will
nlso tap the East Murchison goldfields.
It seems to me the natural outlet for
all the trade of the East Murchison gold-
fields is nt Geraldton. If this railway

[22 Juwe, 1898.]

Third day of Debate. 125

to Mount Leonora were part of a greau
wcheme for connecting Geraldton with
the south-east goldfields and for connect-
ing the south-east goldfields with Gerald-
ton, there would not be the same objec-
tion to the route now proposed for a
railway to Mount Leonora. I agree that
Mount Margaret and Mount Leonora, as
goldfield districts, deserve in themselves
a railway ; but the Government are de-
priving the town of Geraldton of its actual
trade rights. Of course we are told
by the right hon. gentleman that rail-
ways are for the people of the colony,
and not for the people of any particular
district. It does seem that, in the case
of people of Esperance, the Norseman
railway is not to be for them. It
is contended also that Norseman will
he in as gpood a position when the line
is constructed as Menzies is to-day in
regard to railway facilities; but I say
that if the full natural facilities of Norse-
man were allowed to operate, Norseman
would progress far more by having o
railway connected with Esperance than
by having a railway over the much longer
route by way of Coolgardie and the coast
at, Fremantle ~ Asz Norseman is geo-
graphically in a far better position than
Menzies, it seems to be the aim of the
Government to bring all things down to
one dead level, and that although one
place mmy have preater natural advan-
tages than another, yet it shall not have
the benefit of those advantages. If it
ia justifiable to take people four or five
hnndred miles further round from the
coast to their destination or wvice versa,
te benefit the people of Ferth and Fre-
mantle, it is at least equally justifiable to
construct a railway for the benefit of
veople who are settled at Esperance.
The natural channel of trade for the Cool-
gardie goldfields lies from the port of
Msperance rather than from Fremantle,
therefore the Norseman pgoldfields trade
should go to Esperance, and to Esperance
only, We have been told that the
Egperance live will not pay. That may
be so, but as the leader of the Opposition
has nointed out, the line that is now
vroposed will go from a dry country
to a dry country, and there will be water
difficulties which must cause a continunl
expense; and he pointed out also that
we shall have to pay exira freights an
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the railway, in order to make up for the
extra expense caused by water difficul-
ties through a dry country. If you
construet a railway from Esperance to
Norseman, you will at least bave the
advantage of getting water by sinking
anywhere over at least 80 miles of
country northward of Esperance.

Tue Premier: How far, do you say?

Mg. VOSPER: You can get fresh
water over the first 30 wmiles from Esper-
ance, and you cnn get brackish water,
mostly fit for stock, over 80 miles from
Esperance.

Tue  CouwissioxErR oF RaiLwavs:
Brackish water for railway engines!

Mr. VOSPER: I do not say that all
the water which can be got in the first
80 miles from Esperance will be suitable
for railway engines; still, it is a very big

argument in favour of the Kspevance.

reute that water can be obtained over
the first 80 miles from Esperance. The
Prcmier has made an appeal to the House
not to support the Opposition in pre-
venting him from carrying on a policy of
public works which will give employment
to people in the colony. Now I do think
thut, if there is a weak argument which
can be advanced in favour of a policy of
public works, it is this one; and if any-
one will read the works of persons
who have studied national finance, they
will find that borrowing money to carry
on public works for the purpose of giv-
ing employment to people in acountry,
and thus attracting more people to go
there, is the one thing that is more dan-
gerous than any other that can hecon
ceived in connection with national finance.
Yet we have the Premier advocating a
policy of borrowing and spending for
the purpose of providing employment in
the country. It means that you are to
continue going to the London market, or
to financial institutions in this colony,
for the purpose of borrowing money to
carry on works for employing people in
the country.  If the Premier does not
know that the resources of the country
are great enough to keep people em-
ployed without this means, then he has
no justification in resortine to plans
which are ruinous in themselves. In
reference to the reapnronriations which
have been indicated in the Sneech, the
whole business looks delightfully simple
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on the face of it. It is like the silver
question over ugain, for, as one authority
has put if, you have only to take ashil-
ling and call it half-s-crown, pay your
debts with it, and the thing is done. That
is the free silver scheme. We are asked
first to borrow oney for carrying out
a certnin scheme; then we are asked to
reappropriate part of that money to some
other scheme, upon n promise that the
reappropriation shall be repaid by bor-
rowing again at a later date; but when
th: time comes for borrowing at a later
date in order to make up for the money
reappropriated to other schemes, what
guarantee has the right hon. gentleman
that he will be able to borrow, say two
years hence, on favourable terms? Other
colonies have done this, and have suf-
fered for it, and it is very probable we
ghall suffer likewise. The Premier has
told the House that the revenue has fallen
off in the [ast year. Is that not a rea-
son for thinking carefully before launch-
inz out into additional public works?
We have no guarantee that the revenue
will improve again immediately, and the
signs of improvement, if any, are micro-
scopic.  Therefore it is only reasonable
to ask that n little caution shall be ex-
hibited. We say that with the revenue
falling and with the possibility of a de-
ficit in the near future, it is desirable to
proceed with caution.  The Premier hae
told us we do not ¢we the local banks
anything. Well, I know a firm in Perth
to which the Government owe hundreds
of pounds, and the firm cannot get the
meney. I know that to one firm the
Government owe £163, and that hag been
owing for the last three months, and the
firn) cannot get the money. If it be
true that the Government have money
lving to their credit in local banks, why
do they not pay what they owe to trades-
men in the place, and why is not the
ttade of this town stimulated by the cir-
culation of the surplus money which is
seid to be lying in the banks? T know
az a fact that the evidence taken hefore
the Mining Commission was ordered to
bz printed by a firm in Perth, that it was
printed, and that the firm are holding
the printed evidence back and will not
hand it over until the Government "ante
up,” as the firm have not heen able to
get payment for the work. T know that !
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a letter was sent by that firm to the sec-
retary of the Mining Commission, only
a few days ago, stating that the work
would not be handed over unmtil the
money was paid.

Trg Presmier: You ought to know all
about that transaction.

Mz. vOSPER: I want to disabuse the
Premier’s mind of the idea that I have
anything to do with that tranaaction. I
am not a partner in the firm, and my
only connection with it is that I pay some
£30 a week for work done. If the Gov-
erument have really credit balances lying
in the banks, it would be more honour-
able if the Government would pay their
accounts. I know that at this time the
Government are owing thousands of
pounds in this way; and, if they have
money lying in the banks, it is a dis-
horourable proceeding to keep it there
and not to pay these people who have
done work or supplied goods for the Gov-
ernment.  The Collie coalfield, we are
told, is a great asset; but, on the other
hand, we know it is one from which the
country has up to the present realised
nothing. We have built a railway at
the cost of about £150,000, and not a
thousand tons of coal have yet come down
from that coalfield. It is found also
that, by sinking, artesian water is struck
al over the place. 1 look wpon
that field, as an asset of the colony, with
considerable doubt ; and, after twice visit-
ing the field, I have come to the conclu-
gion that it is a place which one may best
leave alone. Finally, I would like to ask
this House what reply has been given, in
the Premier’s remarks, to the criticisms
which have come from this side of the
House? In the case of the member for
the Murray (Mr. George), we had a most
explicit snd destructive criticism, de-
nouncing the Government’s extravagance
from a practical standpoint ; yet we have
had no reply to that. The right hon
gentleman told the people at Esperance
it would not do to run this Government
by six men, and that it must necessarily
be a one-man Government ; therefore we
are perfectly justified in placing the whole
responsgibility on his shoulders. The same
applies to the remarks of the member for
Eagt Perth (Mr. James). He certainly in-
dulred in a line of argument which the
Premier did not attempt to refute or re-
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but. The Premier simply told the men-
Ler for East Perth that he was a dig-
herour to the country.

Tne Peresmier: Oh, no.

Mgr. VOSPER: That he bad done him-
gelt no credit by the remarks he had
made, and so forth. The right hon. gen-
tleman indulged in a series of asser-
tions without a single atom of proof, or
any attempt to reply to the leader of the
Opposition.  Of course, it was u vury ex-
cellent rallying cry for the wembers on
the Government henches; but we know
thag they do not want any rallying. It
is absolutely superfluous. I think it
would be more conducive to the Premier’s
health if he were to spare himself that
kind of exercise.

Mg. Leage: They are like the Minis-
ters—they do what they are told.

TrE CouMIssIONER OF RaiLwara:
your party do the same.

Mr. Leaxe: No; we confer.

Mzr. VOSPER: It would be impossible
to find a body of men anywhere more
thoroughly under contrel. They have all
the characteristics of a troop of soldiers;
and a very “awkward squad” they are,
too.

Tuae Presuer: I think the “awkward
squad” is on the other side.

Mr. VOSPER: We guffer, over here.
from a lack of discipline. We have minds
of our own, such as they are.

Tre CousissioNER oF Ramwwavs: All
leaders.

Mg. VOSPER: T will just add a word
or two about the Speech itsellf. I have
already said that 1 think the remarks of
the right hon. gentleman consisted mainly
of “sound and fury, signifying nothing.”
They suggested to me, not that Sir John
Forrest was addressing the House,
but rather Bombastes Furiocso.  There
is a story told about Mark Twain,
the American humourist. When going
through the state of Louisiana, he
vicited & large sugar mill, and was shown
the various processes through which the
material goes in the course of refining,
Last of all, he came to a large vacuum
pan. Mark Twain knew nothing about a
vacuum pan, 50 he said: “I suppose that
is intended for the purpose of extracting
the vacuum?’ That is exactly the
position we oceupy at the present time.

And
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We have to extract the vacuum out of the !
Out of vacancy we .

Governor's Speech.
have to extract vacuwn, and of course
nothing will remain.

A Meuper: It is “sugar” you are after.

Mr. YOSPER: We do not get much of
it over here. If there was ever a document
prepared by any Government which ex-
hibited the art of saying nothing at all in
agreat many words, thisis that document.
It is simply a compilation of stale and
half-forgotten history—a fuere mass of
verbiage intended to confuse the intel-
Ject and bewilder criticism. But there
are some things in the course of the
Speech—empty though it is—that demand
comment owing to the very bland and
mild manner in which they are put forth.
For examvle, take paragraph 16. Fancy
having to wade through fifteen clauses
hefore you can find anything worth strik-
inw at! Paragraph 16 deals with the pro-
vision of public batteries for the gold-
fields—the erection of ten-head batierics
at Tuckanarra and Lennonville on the
Murchison, also at Mulline, Mount Ida,
and Mount Leonora on the North Cool-
gardie goldfield, and at Yalgoo, Norse-
man, and Pilbarra. That is the sum
total of what has been done in connee-
tion with public batteries. Now this is
verv temnrkable.  There is one lere,
that at Tuckanarra, on which I congra-
tulate my friend the member for North
Murchisonn (Mr. Kenny) My friend
the member for Yalgoo {Mr. Wallace)
has also secured n battery. And these
two are the only batteries which have
been erected on any part of the gold-
fields represented by Opposition mem-
bers. I do not sey this is done on pur-
pose, but it is very remarkable.

Mr. A. Forgmest:. The Government
members have not got any.

Mr. VOSPER: Pardon me, sir; my
friend the member for North Coolgardie
(Mr. Gregory) has got three ; the
member for Dundas (Mr. Conolly)
has also got ome, and possibly by
his vote on this division he will
have earned that one. I have too much
sympathy with the member for Dundax
to say much to dishearten him. I wish
to let him down lightly, because, heaven
knows, he wants it!

Mg. Leage: He has heen deserted by
his friends.
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Mr. VOSPER: A number of bills are’
initiated in this Speech, and are described
ag useful 1neasures, dealing with the
goldfields, the electoral machinery, trade
unions, and other matters. I hope the
Goldfields Bill will be based upon more
common-sense lines than ihe Act we
have at present, and that n great por-
tion of the recommendations contained
in the Report of the Royal Commission
on the Goldfields will be severely lefi
alone—in fact irnored—by this House,
for I am perfectly certain that their sup-
westions, though embodying much that
is useful, contain much that is abso--
lutely dangerous to the industry. With
regard to the Electoral Rill, members of
the Oppositien are placed in a complete
quandary. [ would like to criticise the
Government’s electoral policy as well as
their goldfields policy.

Tre Premier: You will have a chance
when the Bill is brought in.

Mr. VOSPER:. T will have a chance
when the Bill is introduced, but I have
no opportunity now; and, in every other
country that ealls itself civilised, mem-
hers are given an onportunity of doing
so at the commencement of the session.
Il is werely blufting Parliament to keep
us in the dark as to all these matters
until the Bills have heen placed on the
table of the House.

Mr. Leage: It does not give us a
chance. They are absolutely unfair.

Mr. VOSPER : I have been advocating
electoral reform in this colony ever since
I first had anything to do with public life
in it; and yet now, after the House has
been sitting nearly a week, I do not know
whether I shall have to support the Gov-
ernment or oppose them in respect of the
Electoral Bill. But, judging from the
traps they have laid for the unwary voter
in the past, I think I shall have to oeppose
it. If it is no hetter than that which has
preceded it, I can promise the right hon.
gentleman and his colleagues that 1 ahall
do everything [ can to keep it off the
statute book.  Another measure wnro-
posed is a Trade Union Bill. I am glad
to see the Government resolved to grap-
ple with this question, because it ia one
which wants grappling with. It is cer-
tainly an anomalv and an anachronism
that we should still have in force in this
colony the old statutes—I suppose of
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George IV.—whichmake it a criminal con-
apiracy for wen to combine to maintain
v fair rate of wages. But there again we
are blocked. The hon. the Attorney-
General said last session, in reply to a
question of mine, that the Government
did intend to introduce & Trade Union
Bill which would probably be modelled on
the law in force at the present time in
Queensland. If that is the case; if that
intention is carried out; if the Govern-
ment take for their model the law of
Queensland—an Act which was deliber-
ately framed, oot for the regulation and
support of trade unionism but for its
dowaright suppression, then it will be the
duty of every man who wishes to be just
to the working classes and who respects
the right of combination to do his best to
oppose it. I hope the Government will
think better of the proposal, and try to
find a more worthy model than the
Queensland Act.  Surely the right hon.
gentleman, who is so fond of citing the
case of the mother country, will, in mat-
ters of labour legislation, take his example
from that source. Surely we need not go to
Queensland, where the whole labour ques-
tion is obscured by party feeling. If we
are to have a Trade Union Act in this
colony at all, it should certainly be based
on much more liberal lines than the
Queensland law. FEver since the present
Queen came to the throne, the British
Parliament has honourably distinguished
itself by social and industrial legislation ;
and everything it has done has tended to
raise the workman higher and higher and
to put him in a better position. And if
we are to do anything in that direction
here, it is clear that we should o to Eng-
land for our examples, and not to a re-
actionary colony like Queensland, which
is governed by a class of people con-
cerning whom it would not be quite par-
liamentary fo express my opinion. I want
to deal now with this paragraph in refer-
ence to the railway policy of the Govern-
ment, which was to be made the subject
of a vote of want of confidence. This para-
granh 25 contains, perhaps, the most in-
teresting matter in the whole Speech.
And first of all we are faced by a promise
—or by an alleged promise—made by the
Premier. The Premier is rather free with
his promises ; and I will do him the credit
of saying that he keeps a very large pro-
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portion of themw, if he does not keep them
all. But in this particular case the Pre-
mier is charged with having made a pro-
mise to the people of Esperance which he
has not since granted. I admit he has
denied the accuracy of the statement. It
is said the right hon. gentleman told
the member for Plantagenet (Mr, Has-
sell) that w railway, if ever constructed at
oll to Norseman, would start at Esper-
ance; and the people of Esperance have
been buoyed up by the hope of it. The
hon. member for Plantagenet will say
exactly how it was that he came to delude
the people of Esperance by repeaiing to
them this promise. We are bound to ac-
cept the Premier’s word, and also that of
the member for Plantagenet. We can only
suppose there has been some kind of mis-
understanding. How far that misunder-
standing has gone may be judged from
the fact that the Mayor of Esperance,
who very hospitably entertained the Pre-
mier during his last visit there, seid re-
cently that:

In April, 1896, Sir Jobn, in an interview
with Mr, Hassell, then member for the dis-
trich, said that the Grovernment were willing to
propose the construction of the line to Norse-
man whenever it was shown clearly that the
field was good encugh to justify the expendi-
ture. They were not in favour of constructing
it from Coolgardie, and when they proposed it
it would have to start from Esperance. In
December, 1897, Sir John further said he
would go so far as to say that if he could not
actually favour raillway communication, he
would at least provide a more expeditious
means of transit between Esperance and the
goldfields than now exists. He was very
pleased with the recent gold returns from
Norreman, and he still further said that Espe-
rance was the port of the pgoldfields. Well,
thig is what he said sotne months ago. Had he
carried out his promise?

Then follows a geries of very objurga-
tory and highly uncomplimentary remarks
in regard to the Premier, which I shall
not go to the trouble of repeating.  But,
ab all events it is safe to say this with re
eard to Esperance, that whatever promise
has been made in words, there has always
heen n promise by implication. Theright
hon. gentleman said that Esperance was
the port of the Norseman goldfield ; and,
having said that, ocne would think ke would
endeavour to give effect to it by lemis-
lation. Besides this, there iz a further
implication in connection with the huge
public works constructed at Esperance it-
gelf, No less a sum than £40,000 has
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been spent at Esperance. An hon. mem-*
Ler tells me that £60,000 has been spent
there. I wired to the Mayor of Esperance
for a statement showing the amount spent
on public works there, and he told me
£40,000. However, on the authority of the
member for the district (Mr. Conolly),
[ will say £60,000. The land sold
there was bought by the people of Esper-
ance at a total cost of £20,000, Now, I
want to know, if it was not the intention of
the Government to treat Esperance justlv
aud fairly, why did they build a Customs
shed? Why the harbour opened up for
navigation? Why the huge jetty? What
wag the Customs House for? Why allow
the peopleto pay £20,000 for their land?
Would it not have been more honour-
able to the Government had the Premier
said to these people: We donotintend to
do anything for this district ; we do not
intend to promote its advancement, If
you build here, vou do so at your ownrisk.
If these people had been treated in that
way they would never have been so foolish
a8 to gink their capital there. The mere
fact that they have spent £20,000 in land
alone is a pretty good indication that they
have spent at least three times as much
in other ways. The policy of the Govern-

ment all through has been in favour of Es- :

perance ; and now, all of a sudden, the
people of this place are thrown overboard ;
and not only the inhabitants of the town,
* but many firms elsewhere who have sunk
their capital in it. It is not as if this
piace wns suddenly discovered to be abad
port. On the contrary, we have all kinds
of authorities to show that the port is a
good one. The report of Commander
Coombe, of H.M.S. “Waterwitch,” is
most emphatic upon this point. 1 do not
miend to trouble the House with the
"whole of the report, but I will pive a
portion of it at all events. The Esper-
nnce T'imes writes: —

The long-expected Admiralty chart of the
coast in the vieinity of Esperance has come to
. hand. Commander Coombe, of H.M.S.
Waterwitch, has very courteously supplied the
chairman of the municipality with twe copius
of the chart. The chart indicates that an ex-
tranrdinary minute and painstaking survey of
the bay and the channels ramifving between
the various islands out to the sea highway has
been made. The plan shows, among other
things, that deep water could have been
reached with a much smaller length of jetty
than has been constructed. Had the jetty
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been started at Hannett's Point, not far below
Burns, Philp and Co’s. warehouse, 40 feet of
water could have been reached in considerably
less distance than it has taken to reach 18
feet of water with the present jetty.

Even in so remote a district as Esper-
ance, the Public Works Department could
not lose the opporiunity of wasting a
lot of money. The soundings go to
show it; and the soundings, if the Pre-
mier will permit me to say so, are far
sounder than his assertions. The report
goes on to state that the harbour is com-
paratively a safe and commodious one.
No one would dream, of course, of com-
paring it with Albany, that paragon
of ports, or with Fremantle It
it not so convenient as Albany; but it
is a decent harbour as harbours go. I
notice that the right hon. gentleman
himself, in the days when he was a great
explorer, was just as fond of posing
as a prophet as he is now-n-days, when
he is n great politician. I have here a
volume entitled “Explorations in Aus
tralia, by John Forrest,” with a not very
flattering portrait of the author as n
frontispiece.  Speaking of Esperance
Bay, the right hon. gentleman says:—

The Messrs. Dempster, whose hospitality
was s0 welcome, are good specimens of the en-
terprising settiers who are continually advanc-
ing the frontiers of civilisation, pushing for-
ward into almest unknown regions, and estab-

lishing homestends which hereafter may de-
velop into important towns.

Here is a case in which the right hon.
rentleman hns proved a true prophet.
The place hag developed into a township.
Pioneers of civiliaation have changed
that place from an ordinary sheep station
into & town:; and now the Premier’:
policy is to falsify his own predictions,
destroy his own reputation as a prophet,
and upeet the work which his own Gov-
ernment have beon so busily engaged in
establishing for the last five years. [If
the right hon. gentleman saw so clearly
at thnt time what the possibilities of
Eaperance were, we may take it that they
are vven greater now: and yet, with a
stroke of the pen—with a full knowledge
of the consequences of what he is doing
—the Premier, in spite of all he has done
for Esperance in the past, has said that
Eaperance must no longer exist. ]
think these people at Eaperance are
entitled to a little consideration, as well
ar the people of Norseman. We are
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always tulking of how Norseman has
done this and that and the other thing.
But what is it that has kept Norseman
alive? Someone on the Government
benches interjected during the evening
that our ambition was to give the trade
of that place to Adelaide, Well, at any
rate, Adelaide should have the credit of
supporting the Norseman field until it
was capable of maintaining itself. Three-
fourths of the capital has been borrowed ;
and the balance, it is safe to say, has
come from Adelaide people who have
settled in  Esperance. I do think
that, of all the shameless spectacies
which we have witnessed in the domain
of loeal politics, the throwing over of
Esp erance by the Norseman people is one
of the worst. Now that Norseman has
become sufficiently prosperous to be able
to  support itself and to win the
heart of the Government, it de-
liberately  throws over the place
which was practically its parent.
I think that Norseman, in consenting to
degrade itself in this matter by accepting
the Government proposals, is doing itself
a grave injury. The hon. member for
Albany has referred to the question of re-
fractory ores being treated at Eaperance
when found anywhere along the line to
Norseman. That is not only true in re-
gard to the refractory ores found at
Norseman, but in regard to other ores.
It has been found that the Seabrook bat-
tery is not doing all that is expected of
it because of the high freight and charges.
If the line were constructed to Esperance
the ore could be taken there to be treated,
as there would be plenty of facility for
treating the ore there, not only from
Norsemran, but from Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie and other places.  But Norsge-
man ores can never go to Seabrook (Nov-
tham), seeing that Coolgardie already finds
the distance prohibitive. It was urged
on me and other members of the Opposi-
tion, not by any member of the Govern-
ment, that there are certain gold-mining
centres between Coolgardie and Norse-
man which deserve consideration. What
are these gold-mining centres? There is
Widgemooltha : the hon. gentleman re-
ferred to that place and said it con-
tained 1,500 miners some time ago. In
this country the reefs are broken to
pieces: they have been so treated by
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nature that the gold is only found in
“peekets.”  There may be a rush there
now and agsin, but Widgemooltha wiil
never be a profitable and permanent gold-
ficld. The samething applied to the neigh-
hourhood of Londonderry and to other
places between Widgemooltha and Norse-
man, Red Hill is 25 miles from the rail-
way. If the Government wanted to serve
the settlers of Coolgardie and these centres
they should have proposed the line io
start from Ealgoorlie. We never "hear
anything from the Premier without being
told that he is anxious to promote settle-
ment and to bring miners’ families over
here. And I think the Premmier is sincere
in that., A man cannot take his wife and
family on to the goldfields, as there is a
searcity of water, which the hon. gen*le-
man will try to overcome within the next
three years, or 30 years. Then there are
the price of food and the climate. Norse-
man is as bad a place to live in, or worse,
as Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie. If this
railway were built to Esperance that town
would have been used as the sanatorium
of the goldfields of this country. Men
would then bring their families over to
the fields, as there would be a cheap and
handy means of their families recruiting
their health at Esperance.

Mr. Horuwes: They can go to Fre-
mantle.

Mzr. VOSPER: Yes, they can go to
Fremantle, but they have to travel 400
miles to get there. If the Esperance line
were built, the people could reach the sen-
gide by travelling 200 miles from Cool-
gardie. And by settling families around
Esperance a large quantity of soil would
be cultivated. Then there is the cost
of transit to Norseman to be con-
gidered when the railway is constructed.
The railway freight from Fremantle to
Coolgardie mey be averaged at about £4
per ton. I suppose we can take that as
the nverage freight of all goods, and we .
have it on the authority of an hon. mem-
ber in another place who has recently
been returned for Coolgardie that Norse-
mau would only pay 7s a ton more,
50 that the total would be £4 7Ts. per
ton. The inhabitants of Norseman num-
her 2,000 souls, and if we estimate that
these people will each consume five tons
of material per year, that means that there
would he 10,000 tons of food stuff te be
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carried on the railway per annum, which
at £4 7s. per ton means £43,500
Whereas a line from Espersnce, with
half the cost of construction, would carry
the goods at 30s. per ton. There is only
n distance of 120 miles, and the cost
would be £15,000 & year. This favour
which Norseman is to get from the Gov-
erzment will cost that town £28,500
per annum more than communicaion
should de. The people would save some
£35,000 o year if communication was
given to them from their natural port.
T say that is a heavy price to pay for a
gift.  In this calculation T have not said
anything about the delays and the
trouble consequent upon having 600
miles more shipping to do. It is all
very well to say we are going to give the
trade to Adelaide. At present three-
fourths of the trade comes from Ade-
laide,

Mr. Higaam: Not from Adelaide.

Mz. VOSPER : Well, I will substitute
the eastern colonies for Adelaide. When
a man rises in this House and says that
the Esperance rnilway will benefit Ade-
loide, he means the eastern colonies
generally. At present the castern colo-
nies are getting that trade. The people
of Norseman must suffer loss of time and
woney by the fact of there being 400
miles of vrailway and 600 miles
of sen traffic extra. Trade will
he taken out of its course not only 400
miles but 1,200 miles. But leaving all
those considerations out of the question,
let us look at the matter from a purely
economic  standpoint.  All  economic
writers will tell you that it is against the
interests of every country to divert traffic
from its natural port. Diverting trade
1,200 miles is like pumping water up
hil.  In the face of all this, can we con-
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sent to pass a line of this kind? 1f hen.
members will refer to any political work,
they will see for themselves that it is |
laid down as an axiom that any attempt |
to divert commerce is dimastrous to a °
country.  After this, it is a2 small con- !
sideration to point out that this line to |
Norseman will destroy one of the most |
flourishing towns in Western Australia. |
Not ouly has the country derived |
£20,000 for Tand from the district of

Esperance, but from Customs at the |
port of Esperance in 1895 the Gov- |
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ernment received £10,788 2s. T7d,
and in 1896 £34,304 12s. 6d. I say

that no port in the colony has increased at
such a rapid rate. When this increase
wa, taking place, every shipmaster
went 1n the port at the risk of his life
and carge. The trade of this little town
trebled 1itself in twelve months.
ternal revenue from this district in the
two years 1895-6, not including Narse-
man, was £8,453 17s. 5d. In April,
1896, Esperance contained 1,000 people,
9222 of whom were ratepayers, and the
annual ratable value of the property at
Bsperance was £9,976. All this has to
be destroyed; and this tewn, which is
a source of revenue to Western Aus-
tralin, and which has done Western Aus-
iralia a fuvour by coming into existence,
is to be swept away.

Mr. Jaugs: Hsperance reached that
position independent of a railway ; what
what would it do with one?

Mr. VOSPER: When you once coni-
mence a railway from Coolgardie to tap
the back country on which Esperance
depends, then you damage the place.
The Premier could not have done Esper-
ance much more harm than proposing
to take o line to Norseman. Simon
Sterne says:—

If the organisation of the legislative body or
the practice which has grown up under its
procedure results in the domination of indivi-
duals or personal intevests, instead of general
public weal, the laws of that community re-

ceived from such a body are sure to be inhar-
monious and mischievons.

T say the whole of the Esperance-Norse-
man trouble has been brought about by
vested selfish interests. Esperance is
heing sacrificed for the interests of the
reople of Fremantle. There has hect
no attempt to do this for the good of
the country. The Government is simply
trying to divert the traffic of the country

. 1,200 miles out of its course to please a

handful of people. This railwny pro-
pogal must. receive the condemupation of
an unprejudiced body of men, but I do nnt
think it will receive the condemnation of
this House, I come now to another
matter—sa grievance which affects the
whole of the goldfields, and upon which
no comments have been made at all
One would have imagined that the
people on the goldfields and in the
colony generally suffered emough with-

The in- -
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out having to suffer indirect taxation.
The taxation has steadily increased, by
reason of the preater consumption of
dutiable goods, and ome would have
thought this would have been suflicient
to satisfy the Government. The Go-
verament have spent the money rashly,
anc at last have outrun the constable,
and being in a desperate position they
find they mwust raise revenue somehosw.
How shall we do it—raise the railway
rates on produce going to the goldfields?
Simple, and so far effectual. I know
that if anyone attempts to say anything
about these rates, oue is liable to be
enecred at and to be told the figures are
inaccurate ; but [ have taken o lot of
trouble to get fizures which I believe to
be accurate, having obtained them from
one of the leading business firms at Kal-
goorlie, and from other persons engaged
in the goldfields trade. These particulavs
show the increase in the railway rates to
he—for carrying galvanised iron from
Fremantle to Kzlgoorlie, £1 Ha. 1d. per
ton increase ; groceries, from £1 5s. to £2
6s. per ton; flour, 10 per cent.; chaff,
oats, bran, maize, pollard, and wheat, 10

per ceni.; preserved fish, from £2
17 4d. to £5 3s. 4d., or 30
per cent. @ coffee, currants, and rai-
sing, jncreased 80 per cent.; pre-

served meats, raised from £2 17s 4d.
to £4 2s. 5d. ; bacon, on which there is a
duty of 3d. a pound, butter, with a duty
of 2d., and cheese, with a duty of 3d., are
increrged in the railway rates practically
one farthing per pound; sago is in-
creased from £2 17s. 4d. to £5 3s. 4d.
per ton ; rice, from £2 17s. 4d. to £4 25
od.; tinned fruits about a halfpenny
per pound incresse; and so on
with almost everything else. A few
articles were left alone. For example,
kerosene was npot interfered with,
and I fancy the right hon. the Premier
must have o particular fancy for kerosene,
for he told the people on the goldfields
some two years ago that the Government
had reduced the import rates on wool
bales, on fencing wire, and on kerosene.
The Premier was told at the time
that people on the goldfields did pot
clothe themselves in wool bales, nor
feed themselves with fencing wire, nor
drink kerosene. Of course the Perth
merchants will be affected as well asthose
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on the poldfields, and I have heard that
one establishment in Perth has had to
spend over £40 this very day on account
of the increase in railway rates. T say
this is an unjust form of taxation—an
iniquitous thing to do, for it is & form of
taxation which is unanthorised by Parlia-
ment, and is imposed without the consent
of Parliament, Thiy is usng the railways
of the colony ns a machinery for increas
ing the burdens of the people. When
the ubiquitous reporter went to the ever-
obliging Commizsioner of Railways, asking
for his explanation of the increase of rail-
way rates, the Commissioner first of all
replied that the railway rates to the gold-
fields had been incrensed becaunse the back
toading which wns formerly anticipated
had not bheen coming to the railway. 1
helieve, however, that there has been hack
loading for the railway, if only the Com-
missioner would take it. Tt will be re-
membered that I said something in the
House last session sbout the way in which
Kalgoorlic mine-owners were being treated
by the Railway Department in reference
to back loading. When passing through
Kanowna I noticed hundreds of stacks of
hags of ore standing on the railway, and
when I inquired why the ore wasleft there,
I learned there had been some difficulty
nbout the rates for carriage; and ulti-
mately, between the contractor who had
undertaken to crush the ore and the Com-
missioner of Railways, who had under-
taken to carry it, the stuff was not crushed
at. Northam, and the owners of it had to
pay about twice as much for getting it
crushed elsewhere. In other cases the
Commissioner of Railways refused to in-
sure ore against loss in transit from Ka-
nowna and Kalgoorlie to the coast, and
the result was that rich ore was lost at
various places, and the owners of the par-
ticular mines were materially affected by
losses in transit.

Tre CommissioNgr oF Ramwavs: We
did not refuse to insure the ore. We
cffered to carry it at the “D” rate in-
stead of the mineral rate.

Mr. VOSPER: Yes, and the beastly,
sordid, commercial-minded people on the
roldfields would not pay the increased
charge, hecause they considered their own
interests first in the matter. T do not
blame the mine-owners for being selfish ;
and as to the Government posing as
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philanthropists, it is not my object at all
to say they should do so, but rather that
they should endeavour, by the services
they perform for the public, to assist in
developing the resources of the colonyin
every practical way. They cannot do it
in this way, and I say the rate charged
for carrying ore by rail is prohibitive.
There iz another industry which broke
out there about that time, and that isthe
cutting of sandalwood. I know merchants
on the goldfields approached the Commis-
sicner of Railways, asking him *oconcede
special rates for the carringe of sandal-
wood, but he refused to do so. T know
there were hundreds of tons cut, but not
sent away, nnd many more hundreds of
tons would have been cut, but people were
prevented from pursuing this industry,
because of the prohibitive railway
charges.

Mr. Georoe: Because of large stocks
held by other people.

Mg. VOSPER: That may be so. The
Commissioner of Railways has informed
us, in justification of these things, that
the Railway Department has been paying
more for fuel to run the engines than is
paid for fuel in the eastern colonies, and
he gives this ns one reason for charging
higher rates. Then when the Premier
comes before this House, he has not words
strong enough in his eulogy of the Collie
coalfield : but why do not the Government
do something with the coal that is alleged
te be there? If other owners of mining
areas on that field will not get out the
coal and send it to market, why do not
the Government open what js called the
Government mine there, and get enough
coal for every-day use, or enough to assist
in the working of the railways? Tt was
gaid also that the rales were put up ou
account of the dry weather and the great
cost of carrying water by railway for the
use of engines going to and from the gold-
fields; but the rain has come down since
then, and it has fallen so heavily on the
ooldfields that some of the towns have
been in a condition of slush ; and although
the rates were put up because the country
was dry, yet now that the country is wet
and people on the poldfields are walking
through slush, the railway rates have not
come down. We were told also that the
railway rates in this colony are less than
those of New South Wales. That is a
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specious argument ; for T say the people
in New South Wales are not hampered
with cur custowns tariff, and have not to
pay so heavily for what they eat and what
they require.

THE CoMMIsslONER OF Rainwavs: New
South Wales had the tariff at the time
these rates were put on.

Mz, VOSPER: I think I can challenge
the Commissioner of Railways to prove
that any individual has to contribute as
much in New South Wales as individuals
have to pay here. Our railways are
among the most profitable that exiet in
the colonies, and there is the less reason
for raising rates here. The worst feature
of the case is that the rates apply to the
goldfields railways alone.

Trne Commissroner oF Rawwars: No,
no; they apply to every railway in the
colony.

Mg. VOSPER: If that is so, the posi-
tion is altered; but, if even these in-
creased rates apply to all the railways in
the colony, yet, ns the goldfields contri-
bute the largest portion of the whole
traffic, they must pay the largest share of
these increases. Let us go into the his-
tory of railways in this colony; for, if I
dealt with the results of this year only, I
should probably be told the position was
different last year, and would be different
next year ; therefore, I will take a series
of years as a basis and a criterion. Up to
1890 the Eastern Railwny did not pay—
that will be admitted. In 1891, which
was the period of the gold discovery on
the eastern fields, the tide began to turn,
and s profit began to appear and to in-
crense in the working of that railway,
until in 1897 the profit for the year had
risen to £116,313, or over 30 per cent. on
the pross earnings. Last year the Eastern
Railway paid 30 per cent. on the grosd
enrnings; and, as that is the line to
our goldfields, surely there was very little
justification for increasing the rates. The
Yilgarn railway (from Northam eastward)
in 1895, 1896, and 1897 earned £383,365,
or over 50 per cent. on gross earnings.

Tue CoumissioNgR OF RaiLways:
had double rates then.

Mgr. VOSPER: I know you had; but,
because the Government robbed the gold-
fields yesterday, and are robbing them to-
day, is that any reason why this House
sbould cons nt io their being robhed to-

We
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morrow] We were robhed shamefully ;
and becnuse we were compelled to pay
“through the nose” for our goods at the
time, that iz no reason why we should he
compelled to pay now. At that time
there was no opportunity of protesting in
this House; but now there are several
members representing those goldfields
here. The South-Western Railway, which
was talked of as being the second wost
profitable line in the colony, has made a
profit of only £30,482, or 19 per cent. on
the pross earnings in seven years, That
cannot be called a profitnble roilway.

Tue PreEMIER: At the present timel

Mr. VOSPER: Yes. The profit made
hitherto is not very large in seven years.

Tue Peremigr: That vailway has not
been running seven years, nor anything
like that tinue.

Me. VOSPER : T do not know how long
exactly, but T find from the returns that
the total profit earned is £30,482. The
Northern railway (Geraldton district),
from 1881 to 1893, earned only  £15,540;
but from 1894 to 1897 it ewrned
£25,731, or 21 per cent. on gross earn-
inga. These figures go to show that the
one thing which has helped our railways
to pay is the geoldfields. Two things which
have helped the Bunbury (South-Western)
railway to pay are the existence of *the
goldfields trade and the existence of the
timber trade; and were it not for the
ooldfields, there would not be nearly sn
much produce or so much timber sent
along that railway.

Tre ComvisstoNER OF Ramwavs: The
goldfields railways are the worst-paying
lines we have, during the last five months.

Mz, VOSPER: That is because you
have miade danis in wrong places on the
goldfields—nade them in porous rock and
in wrong soils. It is well known on the
goldfields that wherever there is o place
that water is not likely to flow into, there
adam is made by the Works Denartment.
I know dams all over the goldfields where
a person would be absolutely barred, by
the muddy ground, from getting up
to them ; but, having got to the dams,
vou would find no water in them. Many
of the dams are not sufficiently large, at
anv rate.  If the Public Works Depart-
ment makes mistakes of this kind, it is
nol the department that suffers, but the
unfortunate people on the goldfields, who
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have to pay for them. If a process could
he devised by which vou would pay them
yourself, we would not mind so much;
but we have to pay the piper every time
you ohoose to dance.

Mr. Hessre: You grumbled before you
ot them, and now you grumble when vou
have got them.

Mr. LEagE: We grumbled because they
cost twice the amount of the estimate.

Meg. VOSPER: As a matter of fnet,
wo have a perfect right to grumble. An
Englishman’s most cherished right is the
right to grumble, and T am going to
grumble with altmy niight and main—and
don’t you forget it. T was sent here to
grumble, and I have to do my duty. It
iz n very difficult duty to perform, but, at
the same time, the work has got to be done.
It is an unpleasant task, but it has to be
accomplished somehow, I will not trouble
the House any turther on this subject. I
have said all T want to say on the Loans
Reapproprintion Bill, and that matter
has already been far more ably dealt with
than it can be by me. But T would say
thoz, that there is something in the length,
the alnost interminable length, of the
Governor’s Speech, which reminds e
of Buclid’s definition of a line—length
without breadth. There is very little
Lreadth of thought in it, certainly. Tf
there is nothing else in it but the way in
which Tsperance has been treated—the
uneconviuical iden of diverting traflio
scme twelve hundred miles out of its
proper route, and the fact that there is
no mention of any attempt to remedy
the evils which have heen created
on the goldfields Ly the alluvial dis-
putc yet, the fact that there is no
mention of the increased railway
rates which have been imposed upon the
people without their consent and to their
very great loss and detriment is quite
sufficient, I think, to justify me as a
menther of this House in supporting the
amendment to  thd Addressin-Reply
which has been proposed by the member
for Albany (Mr. Lenke). T certainly think
that the goldfields have every reason to
cry out against the gross injustice of the
Government, who are prepared to sacri-
fice Esperance to the requiremnents of a
few property owners in this portion of the
colony. It is n gross injustice, nnd one
which the eternal laws of political
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ecoromy have clearly ordained that they
must suffer for sooner or later.

Mr. HASSELL (Plantagenet) : The hon.
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gentleman who has just sat down men- |

tioned a certain statement as having been
made by me. I simply repeat that state-
ment. The Premier made a statement to
me, which I mnade at Esperance, that
wher the circumstances of the Norseman
goldfield warranted a railway, the rail-
way would be made between Esperance
und Norseman.

Trm PREMIER: I do not want to et
inta a controversy about this. Perhaps
T may be allowed to explain what my
views of this question have been. I do
not, know when the conversation referred
to by the hon. gentleman tock place, but
I may sy this, thab I stated in this House
last session

Mr. Leagks: I rise to a point of order.
Is this a proper time for such a state-
ment?

. Tee SPEARER: I think the hon, mem-
ber may be permitted to make an expla-
nation.

Tee PREMIER: It is an explunation,
and nothing more. I do not remember
when the conversation tock place, and all
I can say is that as far as my memory
goes | have no recollection of having
made the statement. I am quite sure the
hon. gentleman is too old a friend of
mine to say anything that he did not
thoroughly believe ; but I must say this
—that he may not have understood me.
I have not been in a position to express
an opinion on this matter until the pre-
sent time. Last session T said this, and I
said it more than once—it is in Hansard
I am sure—that when the circumstances
of the Norseman goldfield justified a rail-
way I felt quite sure that the Legislature
of the day would be capable of dealing
with it, and that in dealing with it we
would take into consideration all the poli-
tical circumstances that surrounded the
question. I am very sorry indeed to be
opposed in any way on a question of
wemory to my old and valued friend, but
all 1 can say is that I am quite positive
thsi he thoroughly understood me in the
way he states. At the same time I have
no reeollection of making the statement,
and iy opinion is, from memory, that
he has misunderstood me.
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Mr. Leaks: That is an assertion; not
an explanation.

Tee PREMIER: We cannot go fur-
ther than our memories.

MR. Siupsox: There is no doubt you
told thousands of people that the railwny
would start from Esperance.

Me. Leakg: You made a mistake, and
ought to apologise.

Mr. WOOD (West Perth): When
I seconded on Thursday last the motion
of the member for the Murray (Mr.
(George) for the adjournment’ of the de-
bate, 1 little thought we should have
found 8o very much to discuss in the Gov.
ernor’s Speech.  After the remarks of

the leader of the Opposition, I
think that, at all events, my action
has  Dbeen fully justified in giving

him and his party an opportunity of
mcving the annual vote of want of confi-
dence ; but these annual votes of want of
confidence remind me very mueh of the
cld proverb that refers to too much fami-
linrity.

Mr, Leaks:
they?

Mgr. WOOD: No; but you know what
tos much familiarity does, at all events.

Mr. KeExny: You will know all about
it, by-and-by.

Mg, WOOD: I hope we shall. At all
events I feel gatisfied that I did the cor-
ve:t thing in seconding the adjourmment
of the debate.

Mg. Siepson: So do we.

Mr. WOOD: And, though some hon.
members took exception to my actionon
that occasion, I say that this House does
nobd belong to any particular party; it
does not belong to the Opposition: it
does not altogether belong to the Govern-
ment ; and, although we may be sup-
porters of the Government, yet surely
we have n perfect right to express our
opinions; and it is not to be expected
that men with any seli-respect ¢an hand
themselves over body and soul to any
particular party; and if anyone thinks
that T am built that way, all I can say
is that he has never made a bigger
mistake in  his life.  And further,
with regard to this Governor’s Speech,
if there is anything in it that is very goad,
and if there is a lot in it that is very
bind, I think it ought to he exposed ; and
it there ig o good denl of good in it, and

They are not pleasant, are
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no harm, then the Government need not
fear discussion om the subject. That ie
by way of explanation to show my feel-
ings on the matter when I seconded the
weotion of the hon. wember for the Mur-
ray.

Mg. Swrsow: Your annual apology.

Mr. WOOD: My annual apology, if
you like. T had prepared a few notes
prior to that very important wmeeting
held by the Opposition the other day,
corcerning which no one—not even the
press—can get any information. Taking
the Speech as a whole, I think it is a
very fair one, and quite as good, and
quite as full, as we might have expected
under the circumstances. It tells of a
feat many works that have been done
by the wovernment during the pastyear;
it shows that they, at all events, have
noi bheen idle in carrying out the wishes
of the House, because all these works, if
you care to look through them, have been
sanctioned by this House, and I think it
is only a fair thing that the Government
gheuld tell vs what they have been doing,
aud should prove that they have not been
idle. No doubt there is great cause for
regret that the right hon. the Premier
and other memhbera of the Ministry, and
of this House too, should have been
absent.  That has interfered a great
deal with the fullness of information that
should have been forthcoming in the
short sessions of last yenr. We have a
lot of arrears of work to pull up, and
the calling together of DParliament so
carly will enable us to pull up these
arrears, and give us an opportunity to
do some solid work before the hot season
sets in.  The Speech deals with the
question of the Federal Convention that
has been sitting in Adelaide, Syduey, and
Melbourne, and I should like to give my
humble testimony to the good work done
at the Convention by Sir John Forrest
and his colleagues.  There is no doubt
in my miod that the gentlemen who
represented us there did so very
well indeed, and did all they could to
congerve the interests of the colony and
to produce a Bill as good as they could
for all the colenies under the adverse
circumstances which the delegates from
this colony had to encounter. T must
be opposed to the colony joining anv
federation nt the present time, and for
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some time to come. [ wish there to be
no misunderstanding about that, becruse
such a statement might be misunderstood
later on in the few words I intend to say.
There is one matter I should like to speak
about, and that is in reference to some
of the remarks that have been made by
some delegates about their colleagues.
It has been said publicly by those who
have been favouring federation for this
country that several members who went
to the Convention never said a word
there, and then came back and abused
federation. They have bgen called
traitors to the cause of federation;
thnt the gentlemen who made these
remarks  were  traitors to  their
comrades. No member was elected
here to go to the Convention to advocate
federation. The delegates were sent
there to frame a Bill for the federation
of the whole of the people of Australasia,
and which would be just to the whole of
Australasia. I consider the delepates
have done their duty, and they have a
right now they have come back to express
their opimions.

Mr. Jaues: Unless you are a federa-
tionist, how can you frame a bill for
federation ?

Mr. WOOD: I very much regret that
New South Wales has not elected to
join the federation of Australasia. [
thini that is a great blow indeed to fede-
ration, because I always considered that
the colonies of South Australia, Victoria,
and New South Wales should federate.
At all events, the fact of New South
‘Wales not receiving the requisite number
nf votes has prevented this colony from
taking any steps to refer the question
to the people. I sghall be in favour
during this session of altering the En-
abling Bill, to allow the question of fede-
ration to go direct to the people with-
out being brought before the Legisla-
ture, when New South Wales has decided
in favour of federation, which may be in
s short time. I had the pleasure of
being present at some of the meetings
of the Convention, and I saw that this
colony had made a mistake, first le-
cause our representatives at the Conven-
tion were elected by Parliament, and
stipulating that the Bill be first referred
to the Houses of the Legislature and
then to the people. Both these circum-
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stances considerably affected the pres-
tige of the colony in the eyes of the other
delegates. I way be wrong—I was only
an onlooker—but they say that the on-
lookers see most of the game. 1 was
one of the warmest supporters of our
delegates being elected by the Houses of
Legislature ; still I frankly own now
that T was mistaken, that my ideas were
tos>  conservative and mnot democratic
epcugh. In connection with the En-
abling Bill, T may say I favour the re-
quisite number of votes being increased
from 6,000 to a fair proportion of the
votes. In New Souwth Wales there has
te be 80,000 in favour of federntion he-
fore federation there is accomplished,
In New South Wales 1 find the 30,000
is only 32 per cent. of the total number
of electors, so that even had 80,000 votes
beer. cast in favour of federation it would
still have been a minority vote. I think
it we take 25 per cemt., one-quarter of
the votes here, 10,000 or 12,000, Ithink
that would be a fair number of votes
for this colony. I am glad to see there
is no uncertain tone in His Excellency’s
Speech with reference to the Coolzardie
Water Scheme. There was a unanimous
feeling until last year that the matter
had been treated in the most energetic
wmanner possible. The necessity for the

scheme is settled beyond all discussion.

Apart from whether the scheme should
be handed over to Mons. Bargigli or to
any other syndicate, I would like to say
a word on the system which I think
should be followed. My opinion is that
every inch of the way should be con-
structed and every pound expended
under a system of contract. I don’t
think the Govermmnent should undertake
it in any way by day labour.
whole of this scheme is carried out by
contract we shall know approximately
what it will cost, whereas if it is to be
.carried out by day labour we shall not
know, If it is done under contract the
money exvended will be very much less,
because under a Government syatem of
day labour there is so much loss of time,
so much red-tape that the country would
have to pay very much more in the end
than would he necessary under the con-
tract systemn. Details are given in His
Fixcellenoy’s Speech of good work per-
formed during the year, and I think the
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account given by the Government of
whnt they have done is very satisfactory.
Splendid progress has been made with
the Fremantle harbour works. To those
who have lived in this country all their
lives it is indeed a revolution to see
that magniticent row of ships sougly
anchored in the Fremantle river.

A Meuser: That was done by day
laLour.,

Mr. WOOD: There are exceptional
cages where work may be advantageously
done by day labour, and perhaps this was
one.  When the works were commenced
there was an uncertainty about getting
sufficient woney to finish them, and on
that account it was then considered a good
plan to carry out the work by day labour.
It was just then that the House Lrought
up its first proposal for a lean of a million
and a half. We think less of a loan of.
gix millions now than we did then of a
loan of only & million and a half. That
was one of the reasons why these harbour
works werc carried out by day labour. 1
hope in n very short time we shall see the
P. and O. boats and others of a similar
size in the harbour. In face of the enor-
mous expenditure we have incurred to
mnke the Fremantle harbour works, and
to place the port in connection with the
fields, I shall never vote for the eonstruc-
tion of a railway from Esperance to Cool-
gardie. Second to the Fremantle har-
bour works comes the formation of the
harbour at Bunbury. That has always
had my warmest support, and always will
have, till it is finished. I hope it will be
finished in the course of a year or two.
At present shipmnsters have o great deal
of trouble and anxiety in dealing with that
port. T think the Bunbury harbour will
provide great shipping facilities for the
Collie coal, and for carrying the timber
of the district, which has always been con-
sidered the best in the colony. That
harbour will probably, in a short time,
prove of very great assistance to the
South-Western districts, although hon.
members do not seem to recognise its
value. They are either ignorant of the
great resources of the South-Western dis-
trict, or they won't see them, because
whenever anything is mentioned in this
Houee about Bunbury it meets with deri-
sion. It must be a great satisfaction to
all of us to see that the timber industry
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has increased so much during the past
year. I confess ignorance of the existing
regulations with reference to timber, but
I hope and feel sure that the Government
will preserve the interests of this country,
and will not make it open to the speculator
and the dummy, as has been the case on
the goldfields. There should be labour
eonditions attached to timber leases the
same as are attached to gold-mining
leases, or else we sholl have another in-
dustry sacrificed the same as I consider
the goldfields, to a great extent, have been
sacrificed to the over-reaching preed of
the promoter. At the present time there
is o great deal of company promotion in
regard to timber. The whole of the
timber country is held by the speculator,
and all he cares about is how much he can
make out of it. Considering the big
prices that have been paid in the old
country in connection with these com-
panies, I fear we shall have reconstruc-
tion after reconstruction until very heavy
losges will have Leen sustained, and the
whole thing will be muddied up, and we
will just pull along for a great many years.
I do hope that the Government will see
that the timber is conserved, and that
speculators and dummies are kept out.
1 was very plad to be able to support the
Agricultural Lands Purchase Bill when it
was before the House. Many members
doubted the utility of that measure, and
T mysell at the time saw a considerable
ameunt of danger in it. But that danger
is minimised when we have a good board
such 8 we have nt the present time to
deal with the question of the purchase
of land. It seems, however, that lately
there has been some dissatiafaction with
the Board, judging from letters in the
press, complaining of the allotment of
certain areas of land. One member of
the board very innocently nsked how they
could tell the difference between a bona-
fde settler and o speculator. I de not
suppose the difference could be told at a
glance; but there could be a condition
that no man should acquire land unless
lie resided upon it and cultivated it. The
very object of the Act was {o provide
lund for boma-fide settlers, and not for
speculators, and some regulation should
be made to the effect that no one could
for ihree vears transfer or sell land so
granted, and that any such transaction
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would not be recognised.  If the appli-
cant =vere made to occupy the land, there
15 no doubt the Act would be one of the
hest ever introduced in the colony. The
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Voszper) made gome remarks as to n
tax on unimproved land values. To my
unng, the land settlement question will
uever be satisfactorily solved until we
have some Act dealing with people who
will neither improve nor cultivate their
land, but simply reap the benefit of the
unearned increment, brought about to
o large extent by large expenditure of
public money or by the efforts of adjoin-
ing owners who recognise their respon-
sibilities, with benefit to the country and
themselves. I am glad that the neces-
sity of deing something to bring the
Collie coal inte the market is recognised.
Although that coal may not be as good
ag the coal from New South Walee, yet
we must acknowledge that it is a splendid
fuel. Even supposing the local coal costs
a little more, it would be & great advan-
tage to the country if the Government
would use it, and I hope it will be used
on all the railways and public works as
far as possible. The iden of most pro-
tectionists is that local articles should
be used in the country, theugh they cost
a little more than the imported article.
Money would thus be circulated
in the colomy, a0 that we
should not lose very much. The
presence of the tick pest in FEast
Kimberley is & matter for great regrets
and is little short of a calamity and a di-
suster to the country. I shall support
any reasonable means of dealing with the
difficulty. The question is of such im-
portance that in dealing with it we should
divest ourselves of party feeling. I am
a8 much a party man as . man can
be, but this is a national question and
affects the country asz a whole  All
differences should be sunk, in order to
bring about a settlement at once which is
sdvantageous to East Kimberley and to
the more southerly parts of the colony. If
some means are not devised for
relieving East Kimberley of the large
number of stock available for the market,
it will be a very serious thing for the
colony. The meat supply is a very
important matter indeed ; and when we
grumble about the high price of food we
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railway rates, yet it does appear to be a
ought to remember that everything except
meat is sold to the consumer at a fairly
reasonable rate.  Freezing works might
be established in East Kimberley, or the
cattle brought down here and slaughtered
on one of the islands off the coast. T am
glad that at last we have something de-
hnite put before us about the water sup-
ply for the Gity of Perth. In spite of the
determination of the Premier, us ex-
pressed in a reply to a motion of mine
[sst session, I am glod to see that he at
last recognises the great necessity for a
water supply for the city. I welcome the
promise of the Government to deal with
the deep sewerage for the city at once.
T coannot altogether agree with the re
marks of the member for North Cool-
gardie (Mr. Gregory) as to the question
of the food duties not being made a party
matter. Last year it wng made a test
question in the House, and I presume 1t
will be made a test question this yenr
unless the tariff—ns I hope it will—satis-
fies everybody. It is absolutely neces-
sary that something very stringent
ghould be dene in regard to electoral re-
form. In my own district 1,500 names
have been struck off the roll for no
enrthly reason, and in Bast Perth 700
have been struck off, for what reason I
cannot tell. So far as affording opportu-
nities for getting on the roll is concerned
the Act is all right. A wan who wants
to met on the roll has but to answer a few
questions, and there is no reason if he
desires to have a vote why he should not
take a little trouble. The difficulties seem
to arise from misconceptions or misread-
ings of the Act. I do not like to sug-
gest incompetency or anything of the sort,
and would rather say that the difficulty
arises through disagreements as to the
proper reading of the Act. In the City
of Perth there have been 2,200 or more
names struck off the roll. What would
be the effect if a no-confidence motion
were carried, and there was a general
election within a month, considering that
2,200 names have been struck off the
roll for no earthly reason. I am glad 1o
gee that the Colonial Secretary has taken
this matter in hand, and 1 hope the
Hcuse will arrive at a proper solution of
the difficulty before long. This is one of
the first questions that Parliament oupht
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to deal with. In the chances of Parlia-
mentary life we never know how soon
there may be an election, and I certainly
do not want to go to wy constituency
with 1,500 nammes short on the roll.
I dare say the member for East Perth
(Mr. James) would not care to do it either.
With regard to railway construction and
the proposals of the Government for pro-
viding money, I had a different opinion of
those proposals before I heard the Pre-
nier’s remarks ; and I will say T have not
quite altered my opinion yet, that this
is not the time to push on railways in all
the directions mentioned in the Governor's
Speech. As to the means of financing the
proposed railways Dby reappropriation
from votes already passed, I do not think
any of us will like to swallow that
pill. When we get o loan for public works,
the money ought to be restricted to those
works alone; nnd if the money is not
wanted for the works, why not raige less,
and hnve less interest to pay? My opinion,
however, has been somewhat modified by
the statement of the Premier to-night.
[Mg. Sixpson: Of course.] The Govern-
ment have a right to view this matter
from their own standpoint, and everyone
has a right to his own opinion. Every-
thing seeme satigfactory in the colony,
except that we are importing teo much of
what we ought te produce within the
colony.

Mr. Georoe: Are three thousand un-
employed quite satisfactory?

Ma. WOOD: I do not think there are
three thousand.

Mr. Sivrson: The West Adustralian
newspaper gives that number, and it has
investigated the matter.

Mr. WOOD: I de not believe there
ig that numbet of unemployed. I know
that in all agitations by the unemployed
there are heaps of men going about who
do not -want work ; but I know at the
same time, there is n great deal of dietress
in Perth, as it comes under my ohserva-
tion, for I go about n good deal, and
cannot help seeing cases of distress, and I
feal sorry that there are so many : but I
do not helieve there are quite so many as
the member for the Murray (Mr, George)
has said. T will say there are perhaps
fifteen hundred. T am nob going to find
fault with the Government for raising the
tactical mistake to raise these rates just
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before Parliament meets; and I po
further, and say that if the Government
have no consideration for themselves in
this matter, they ought to have some con-
sideration for those members who support
them, and not put on those mentbers too
great & strain. They have put the strain
upon them on two or three ocecasions
almost to the breaking point.

Mr. Siyrson: You have to do as you
are told. ‘

Mr. WOOD : I must say that, at times,
it is very trying; still, I know that not
onc member of the Government does any-
thing for his personal benofit——that they
are all single-minded in their actions as
public men ; and so long as I belisve them
t3 be high-minded, I shall continue to
support them.

Mr. Siupson
wooden-headed. :

Mr. WOOD: That is from your point
of view. The hon. member is too polite
to allude to me, 1 suppose, as wooden-
hended, though he may think so. I could
not help being struck by one ridiculous
remark made by the member for North
Coolgardie (Mr. Gregory) the other day,
when he advised the Minister of Mines to
place himself in the hands of his under-
secretary. I do not think I have
heard such a suggestion made before.
There is another point to which 1 have
referred every vear, and shall con-
tinue to refer to it till the thing
is rectified, and that is the delay
in the publication of the Blue-hook.
I do not see why that portion of the
Blue-hook referring to the Civil Service
cannot he got out at once: and, as to
the other parts, na great deal of the
statistical informnation might be left to
a later date, so that the part which wo
really require as members of this House
should be before us when dealing with
the Estimates. ~ When the Estimates
were before us last year, it was impos-
sible for members of this House to check
the various salaries and emoluments of
the officers, as we had not the particulars
before us. If Estimates are put before
us, we are entitled to have detailed in-
formation concerning them ; and, until
we get it through the Blue-book, I do
not see how we can properly deal with
the Estimates in regard to salaries and
other particulara. I have not referred

High-minded and

[22 JuwEe, 1898.)

Thivd day of Debale. 141

to the amendment moved by the memnber
for Albany (Mr. Leake), and I do not
think there is any necessity to do so,
because 1 do not suppose he himself, or
hia colleague, the member for Geraldton
{Mr. Simpson), cares much about it. I
think they must be glad now that it is
not being treated as a motion of want
of confidence, because there would be
such a feeling against them that I do
not think they could raise their heads
again for the rest of the session. They
have the opportunity of bringing forward
a substantive motion of want of con-
fidence, and if they will do that we can
have a trial of strength later on. 1If
the hon. member and his colleagues will
bring forth a motion of that kind, ene
aprealing more to the common sense of
the House, they will have a better show,
though they will not carry it.

Mz, Smupsox: We must not make it
too intelligent.

Mz. WOOD: No; I quite admit the
intellizence is on the other side of the
House. 1 felt very aorry for the mem-
her for North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vos-
per), when making his lengthy speech,
for the Opposition was then represented
on his side of the House by an average
of two.

Mgr. Stursox: What is your position
now? .

Mr. WOOD: Well, I nm such a very
humble member that it does not matter.
The Opposition were represented by an
average of two during that speech, and
I think the intelligence was, on that
oceasion at any rate, on this side of the
House.

On the motion of Mr. Lvann HarLy,
the debate was adjourned till the next
day.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.
until the next afterncon.



